
Architecture - A Profession for the Future 

 
Well, if you are the kind of person who is curious about 

your surroundings, then you might just be interested in 

learning how to improve them. As an architect you would 

have the power and the responsibility to shape the 

environments in which people spend their daily lives. This 

makes architecture one of the most influential professions in 

today's society. 

We are living in a rapidly changing world, and so we 

need people with the imagination to create the buildings and 

cities our society needs to keep pace with progress. If you are 

some one who is excited by change, then you could grasp the 

opportunity to build the future the way you want it. 

Architects can respond to the different needs and values 

of all sections of the community. However, in the past most 

architects were drawn from a fairly narrow sector of society. 

In the future it is essential we ensure that architecture 

represents every social and cultural background. 

Choosing a career in architecture certainly doesn't mean 

limiting your choices. The skills that architects posses are 

relevant to all aspects of the built environment, from 

constructing new buildings to conserving old ones. The 

range of work they are required to undertake is so varied that 

each architect could give you a completely different 

description of what they do. The one thing that is constant in 

architectural work is that is it concerned with people. 

This means that an architect must learn a whole range of 

different skills, even crossing the traditional boundaries 

between art and science. But this also means an architectural 

education is one of the broadest on offer, equipping people 

with talents to enter a broad range of different careers 

Not only are there many different forms of architectural 

practice, ranging from small private firms to large public or 

corporate offices, but also an architectural degree can be the 

platform for a wide range of related careers.  

Surroundings – окрестности 

To be interested in – 

интересоваться чем-либо 

Shape – формировать, форма 

Influential – влиятельный 

 

 

Imagination – воображение 

Building – здание 

To be excited by – быть 

вдохновленным 

Opportunity – возможность 

 

Values - ценности 

 

Essential - неотъемлемый 

 

 

Constructing - строительство 

Conserving- сохранение 

 

 

Constant – постоянный  

 

 

 

Skills - навыки 

Art - искусство 

Science - наука 

 

 

Public - общественный 

Degree - степень 

 

Ответьте на вопросы к тексту 

 

1.  Why is architecture one of the most influential professions in today's 

society? 

2. Why should an architect have imagination? 

3. Do you have the opportunity to build the future the way you want it? 

4. Are the modern architects drawn from a fairly narrow sector of society? 

5. What forms of architectural practice do you know? 

 

 

 

 



Сделайте письменный перевод текстов 

 

Text 1 

 

Vitruvius is a Roman architect who sets out the principles of his craft in ten 

volumes. He deals with all aspects, from general principles to materials, and from 

the orders of architecture to stucco work, painting, aqueducts and machinery. 

Written well before the greatest achievements of the Roman builders, this treatise 

is the most influential text in the entire history of architecture.  

The architect is Vitruvius and the book De architectura ('On architecture'). Its 

precepts subsequently guide the classical revival in the Renaissance. Since then the 

proportions and theories of Greek and Roman architecture - as enshrined by 

Vitruvius - have remained the basis of architectural tradition. 

 

Text 2 

 

The Pantheon: AD c.120 

The roof of the Pantheon in Rome is the most remarkable example of the 

Roman genius in the most impressive of architectural forms, the span of a large 

dome. In an extra touch of flamboyance, the centre of this one is open to the sky - a 

detail which adds no great architectural complication but provides a visual thrill. 

The interior of the building is circular (placing round dome on square base is the 

next stage of sophistication).  

The Pantheon, built by Hadrian in about AD 120 (demolishing an earlier 

pantheon, or temple to all the gods, on the site), has been in continuous use as a 

place of worship for nearly 2000 years. For most of that time it has been a 

Christian church, dedicated in 609 as Santa Maria Rotunda. 
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