
My specialty. (СР - САЙ) 
  I study at Pacific National University, at the Far Eastern 
Law Institute. I’m a second year student. My specialty is 
sociology,  social work and law. This is a rather new 
profession in our country. It deals with the social rules  
and processes that connect separate people not only as 
individuals , but as members of associations, groups, and 
institutions.  Social workers are supposed to work with 
people, to render them real help in difficult situations.   
They research what kinds of help people need. Then, they 
set up programs to give that help. 
Social workers might work with people who are 
homeless, sick, or having family problems. Social workers 
in schools give students and teachers advice about 
learning problems, behavior problems, and social 
problems, like bullying or shyness.  Some of these workers 
find foster homes for abused or neglected children.  
Other social workers help elderly people and their 
families. Many social workers give counseling. They talk 
to people about their lives and help them to understand 
and solve their problems and to make plans. They help 
people with mental illness, upset feelings, or drug or 
alcohol abuse. They might provide talk therapy to people 
in order to identify their problems and find ways they can 
get better. Some of these workers teach classes about 
how to make a budget, deal with anger, or get other life 
skills.  
The academic year is divided into two terms. We have 
lectures and practical hours. We study such subjects as: 
sociology , the history of social work, the history of 
motherland,  mathematics, English,  philosophy and so on.     
 Our country is going through a  difficult period now. 
Economic restructuring doesn't lead everyone to success. 
A lot of people are unemployed. There are winners and 
losers. There are social workers who have to relieve the 
burden off people's shoulders and to help them to solve 
their problems. I understand the difficulties of this 
profession. But I believe this speciality is really needed 
and hope that I can help a lot of people. Isn't that enough 
to be satisfied with your job?  

 
 

sociology — социология  
 
social work – социальная      
работа 

 
to connect- объединять 
 
to render — оказывать 
помощь  
 

homeless- бездомные 
 
to give advice - советовать 
 

to solve   problems- решать 
проблемы 
 
 
drug abuse – злоупотребление 
наркотиками 
 
 
anger- гнев 
 
 
 
 
restructuring — перестройка  
 

unemployed- безработные 
 
success — успех  
 
burden — бремя  
 
to satisfy — удовлетворять  
 
 

Questions:  
1. Where do you study at? 
2. What are  social workers  supposed to do? 
3. What kind of problems can people have now?  
4. Does economic restructuring lead to success only?  



5. Is the speciality of social workers  important and needed?  
1. Read the following text. Give a written translation into Russian. 

In sociology, a group is usually defined as a number of people who identify and interact 
with one another. Aspects that members in the group may share include: interests, 
values, ethnic/linguistic background, roles and kinship. One way of determining if a 
collection of people can be considered a group is if individuals who belong to that 
collection use the self-referent pronoun "we;" using "we" to refer to a collection of 
people often implies that the collection thinks of itself as a group. Examples of groups 
include: families, companies, circles of friends, clubs, local chapters of fraternities and 
sororities, and local religious congregations.  Collections of people that do not use 
the self-referent pronoun "we" but share certain characteristics (e.g., roles, social 
functions, etc.! are different from groups in that they usually do not regularly interact 
with each other nor share similar interests or values. Such collections are referred to 
as categories of people rather than groups; examples include: police, soldiers, 
millionaires, women, etc. Individuals form groups for a variety of reasons. 

2. Read the following text. Give a written translation into Russian. 

   Society refers to a group of people who share a defined territory and a culture. 
Society is often understood as the basic structure for interactions of a group of people 
or the network of relationships between entities. A distinction is made between 
society and culture in sociology. Culture refers to the meanings given to symbols or the 
process of meaning-making that takes place in a society. Culture is distinct from society 
in that it adds meanings to relationships. All human societies have a culture and culture 
can only exist where there is a society. Distinguishing between these two components 
of human social life is primarily for analytical purposes — for example, so sociologists 
can study the transmission of cultural elements or artifacts within a society. 

The origin of the word society comes from the Latin societas, a «friendly 
association with others." Societas is derived from socius meaning "companion" and thus 
the meaning of society is closely related to "what is social." Implicit in the meaning of 
society is that its members share some mutual concern or interest in a common 
objective. 

Society can have different meanings than the predominant meaning employed 
in this text. For instance, people united by common political and cultural traditions, 
beliefs, or values are sometimes also said to be a society (e.g., Judeo-Christian, Eastern, 
Western, etc). When used] in this context, the term is being used as a means of 
contrasting two or  more societies whose representative members represent alternative 
conflicting and competing worldviews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


