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1. Топики: 

Our University 

 

     Our university was founded as Road-building Institute in 1958, some years later it 

was reorganized into Polytechnical Institute and in 1992 it became Khabarovsk State 

Technical University and in 2005 – Pacific National University. 

     Now PNU is one of the largest universities in the Far East. There are day-time and 

extra-mural departments at the university. The university trains specialists of 62 

different specialities. The student enrollment is about 22 thousand now. About 800 

teachers work at the university, among them 60 Doctors of Science, 350 – have 

Candidate’s degree of Science. 

     The head of the university is the Rector. He has assistants – pro-rectors. The head 

of the faculty is its Dean. The first Rector Danilovskyi M.P. made a great 

contribution to the foundation and the development of our university. In 2003 

Polytechnicheskaya Street was renamed after Professor Danilovskyi. 

     Now the structure of the university includes 11 faculties. They are: The Faculty of 

Architecture and Design, Civil Engineering Faculty, the Faculty of Economics and 

Management, the Faculty of Automation and Information Technologies, Nature and 

Ecology Faculty, the Faculty of Transport and Power Engineering, Law Faculty, the 

Faculty of Branch Technologies; Social Humanities Faculty,  the Faculty of Extra-

mural Studies and the Faculty of Computer and Fundamental Sciences. 

     The huge university building consists of the central, “right” and “left” parts. There 

are about 600 rooms, over 60 laboratories at the university, every institute or faculty 

has its own computer classes. There are several libraries, reading halls and gyms at 

the university. 

     The university campus has 9 hostels, quick-service café, medical clinic, 

supermarket and health spra “Berjozka”. 

     I have entered the university this year. Now I am a first-year student of the Faculty 

of Architecture and Design. 

     The academic year is divided into two terms. We have lectures and practical 

hours. We study such subjects as: physics, mathematics, English, strength of 



materials, philosophy and so on. At the end of each term we take credit tests and 

examinations. The complete course of studies lasts 5 years for bachelors and 7 years 

for a Master’s degree. Before the graduation we are to prepare a graduation thesis. 

     Our students take part in various festivals. The most famous is “Student’s spring”. 

Tourist club “Horizon” is popular among students. 

 

 

Khabarovsk 

 

       Khabarovsk is the administrative center of the Khabarovsk Territory and of the 

Far Eastern Federal Region of Russia. It is situated in the South of the territory on the 

right bank of the Amur river. Its population is about 600000 people. 

     It was founded in 1858 by the soldiers of the 13
th
 Siberian battalion under the 

command of captain Djachenko as a military post Khabarovka. In 1893 it was turned 

into Khabarovsk. 

     Khabarovsk is an important transport center which connects the remote eastern 

parts of Russia with the CIS and Pacific Rim countries. Its railway station, Amur 

river port, airport are the largest in the Far East. International terminal are the largest 

terminal in the Far East. There are 40 domestic routes and flights abroad as well as 

many charter flights. 

     It is an important industrial center of the region. Unique nature and rich natural 

resources attract foreign investors and Russian businessmen are interested in foreign  

capital, advanced know-how and managerial experience of other countries. 

     Khabarovsk is a large educational and scientific center of Russia. There are nearly 

80 schools, many universities and academies in the city. Scientific Research Institutes 

are engaged in the study of  Far Eastern ecological system, of the basis of fishery and 

fishbreeding, forestry and wood industry, geology and agriculture. 

     Khabarovsk is famous for its museums. There are theatres, cinemas and sports 

clubs in it. There are many sights in Khabarovsk, the most favorite place of interests 

for us and our guests is the Amur Cliff. There is a monument to the first General-

Governor of Khabarovsk Muravijov-Amurskiy nearby.  

     Annually thousands of guests visit our beautiful city. 

 

  

Moscow  
 Moscow is the capital of Russia.  It is the largest city in our country and one of the 

largest cities in the world.  More than 8 million people live there.  Besides, every day 

about one million people come to Moscow from all over Russia and other countries.  

Moscow was founded more than 800 years ago by Yuri Dolgoruki.  Our capital is 

situated on the banks of the Moscow River.  It is a main political, economic-al and 

cultural centre of our country. Moscow is the seat of our Government.  Here 

numerous state and government offices are located.  The President of Russia lives 

and works in Moscow. 

The heart of Moscow is Red Square. Here you can see the most beautiful 

masterpieces of Russian architecture - the Kremlin and St. Basil's Cathedral. They 



attract lots of tourists. Thousands of visitors enjoy the Tsar-Bell and the Tsar-

Cannon, the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great, churches and museums of the Kremlin. 

Moscow is the city of highly developed industry. It has numerous modern 

enterprises, mostly engineering and metalworking plants. They produce machine 

tools, motor cars, transformers, electric motors, TV sets, watches, etc.  Moscow is 

also a centre of the chemical industry. 

Moscow is the port of five seas. Four airports connect it with other parts of our 

country and many other countries.  There are nine railway stations in Moscow. 

Moscow can be called a city of students. There are a great number of schools, 

gymnasiums, lyceums, colleges, institutes and universities there. 

  Moscow is also an important cultural centre. Worldwide-known theatres (the 

Bolshoi Theatre, the Maly Theatre, the Moscow Art Theatre, the Theatre in Taganka 

and many others), museums and art galleries (the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts, the 

Tretyakov Gallery, etc.), exhibition halls are situated there. 

 Moscow is very beautiful.  Plenty of green parks, large squares and wide streets 

make Moscow very attractive. 

  

 

London 

 

    London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and commercial 

center. It is one of the largest cities in the world (together with Tokyo and New York) 

and the largest city in Europe. Its population is about 8 million has more than a 

20century-old history. Traditionally it is divided into several parts: the City, West-

minster, the West End and the East End. They are very different from each other. 

The City is the oldest part of London, its financial and business centre. Numerous 

banks, offices and firms are concentrated here, including the Bank of England, the 

Stock Exchange and the Old Bailey. Few people live in the City but over a million 

come to work here. Two masterpieces are situated within the City: St. Paul's 

Cathedral and the Tower of London. St. Paul's Cathedral was built in the 17th 

century by Christopher Wren. The Tower of London was built in the 11th century. It 

was used as a fortress, a palace and a prison. Now it's a museum.       

Westminster is the aristocratic official part of London. It includes Buckingham 

Palace where the Queen lives and the Houses of Parliament.      

The Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament is famous for its big hour bell, 

known as «Big Ben». Westminster Abbey is the place where coronation of nearly 

all kings and queens has taken place. Many of them are buried here as well as some 

other famous people of the country (G. Chaucer, Tennyson, Newton, Ch. 

Dickens, T; Hardy, R. Kipling, etc.). 

The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. It is a symbol of 

wealth and luxury. The best hotels, restaurants, shops, clubs, parks and houses are 

situated there. English aristocracy lives in this region. One of the busiest streets in 

the West End is Oxford street. There are many various shops here which attract 

customers from different countries of the world. 



      Trafalgar Square is the geographical centre of London. It was named in the 

memory of Admiral Nelson's victory at the battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The tall 

Nelson's Column stands in the middle of the square. 

Opposite the Nelson monument is the National Gallery and the National Portrait 

Gallery. They contain the finest art Collections in the world. Not far from the 

National Gallery is the British Museum famous for its rich library (about 7,000,000 

books). 

The East End is an industrial district of London. There are many factories and the 

Port of London there. The region is densely populated by working class families, 

those people who have built the palaces of the West End.  

 

 

 
 

Washington 
Washington, the capital of the United States of America, is situated on the 

Potomac River in the District of Columbia. The district is a piece of land ten 

miles square and it does not belong to any separate state but to all the states. 

The district is named in honour of Columbus, the discoverer of America. The 

capital owes much to the first President of the USA -George Washington. It 

was G. Washington, who chose the place for the District and laid in 1790 the 

corner-stone of the Capitol, where Congress sits. 

Washington is not the largest city in the USA. It has a population of 900 

000 people. Washington is a one-industry town. That industry is government. 

It does not produce anything except very much scrap paper. Every day 25 

railway cars leave Washington loaded with scrap paper. 

Washington has many historical places. The largest and tallest among the 

buildings is the Capitol with its great House of Representatives and the Senate 

chamber. There are no skyscrapers in Washington because no other building 

must be taller than the Capitol. The White House is the President's residence. 

All American presidents except George Washington (the White House was 

not yet built in his time), have lived in the White House. It was built in 1799. 

It is a two-storied, white building. 

Not far from the Capitol is the Washington Monument, which looks like a 

very big pencil. It rises 160 metres and is hollow inside. A special lift brings 

visitors to the top in 70 seconds from where they can enjoy a wonderful view 

of the whole city. 

The Jefferson Memorial was built in memory of the third President of the 

USA, Thomas Jefferson, who was also the author of the Declaration of 

Independence. The memorial is surrounded by cherry-trees. The Lincoln 

Memorial devoted to the memory of the 16th President of the US, the author 

of the Emancipation Proclamation, which gave freedom to Negro slaves in 

America. 

On the other bank of the Potomac lies the Arlington National Cemetery 

where President Kennedy was buried. American soldiers and officers, who 



died in World Wars I and II are buried there too. 

  

 

 

 

The Russian Federation 
The Russian Federation is the largest country in the world. It occupies about one-

seventh of the earth's surface. It covers the eastern part of Europe and the northern 

part of Asia. Its total area is about 17 million square kilometres. 

The country is washed by 12 seas of 3 oceans: the Pacific, the Arctic and the 

Atlantic. In the south Russia borders on China, Mongolia, Korea, Kazakhstan, 

Georgia and Azerbaijan. In the west it borders on Norway, Finland, the Baltic States, 

Byelorussia and Ukraine. It also has a sea-border with the USA. 

There is hardly a country in the world where such a variety of scenery and 

vegetation can be found. We have steppes in the south, plains and forests in the 

midland, tundra and taiga in the north, highlands and deserts in the east. 

There are two great plains in Russia: the Great Russian Plain and the West 

Siberian Lowland. There are several mountain chains on the territory of the country: 

the Urals, the Caucasus, the Altai and others. The largest mountain chain, the Urals, 

separates Europe from Asia. 

There are over two million rivers in Russia. Europe's biggest river, the Volga, 

flows into the Caspian Sea. The main Siberian rivers — the Ob, the Yenisei and the 

Lena — flow from the south to the north. The Amur in the Far East flows into Pacific 

Ocean. 

Russia is rich in beautiful lakes. The world's deepest lake (1600 meters) is Lake 

Baikal. It is much smaller than the Baltic Sea, but there is much more water in it than 

in the Baltic Sea. The water in the lake is so clear that if you look down you can 

count the stones on the bottom. 

Russia has one-sixth of the world's forests. They are concentrated in the European 

north of the country, in Siberia and in the Far East. 

On the vast territory of the country there are various types of climate, from arctic in 

the north to subtropical in the south. In the middle of the country the climate is 

temperate and continental. 

Russia is very rich in oil, coal, iron ore, natural gas, copper, nickel and other 

mineral resources. 

Russia is a parliamentary republic. The Head of the State is the President. The 

legislative powers are exercised by the Duma. 

The capital of Russia is Moscow. It is its largest political, scientific, cultural and 

industrial centre. It is one of the oldest Russian cities. 

At present, the political and economic situation in the country is rather 

complicated. There are a lot of problems in the national economy of the Russian 

Federation. 

But in spite of the problems Russia is facing at present, there are a lot of 

opportunities for this country to become one of the leading countries in the world. 

  



Great Britain 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK) occupies 

most of the territory of the British Isles. It consists of four main parts: England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. London is the capital of England. Edinburgh is 

the capital of Scotland, Cardiff— of Wales and Belfast — of Northern Ireland. The 

UK is a small country with an area of some 244,100 square kilometres. It occupies 

only 0.2 per cent of the world's land surface. It is washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the 

north-west, north and south-west and separated from Europe by the North Sea in the 

east and by the English Channel in the south. The Strait of Dover or Pas de Calais is 

the narrowest part of the Channel. The North Sea and the English Channel are often 

called "the narrow seas"; they are not deep but are frequently rough. 

In the west the Irish Sea and the North Channel separate the UK from Ireland. The 

seas around Britain provide exceptionally good fishing grounds. The country has 

many bays favourable for shipping. In their shelter are Britain's main ports such as 

London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Hull and others. 

One will not find very high mountains or large plains in Great Britain. Everything 

occupies very little place. Nature, it seems, has carefully adapted things to the size of 

the island itself. The highest mountain is Ben Nevis in Scotland, 4,406 feet high. The 

longest river is the Severn in England. 

The population of the United Kingdom is over 57 million people. Foreigners often 

call British people "English", but the Scots, the Irish and the Welsh do not consider 

themselves to be English. The English are Anglo-Saxon in origin, but the Welsh, the 

Scots and the Irish are Celts, descendants of the ancient people, who crossed over 

from Europe centuries before the Norman Invasion. It was this people, whom the 

Germanic Angles and Saxons conquered in the 5th and 6th centuries AD. These 

Germanic conquerors gave England its name — "Angle" land. They were conquered 

in their turn by the Norman French, when William the Conqueror of Normandy 

landed near Hastings in 1066. It was from the union of Norman conquerors and the 

defeated Anglo-Saxons that the English people and the English language were born. 

The official language of the United Kingdom is English. But in western Scotland 

some people still speak Gaelic and in northern and central parts of Wales people 

often speak Welsh. 

The UK is a highly developed industrial country. It is known as one of the worlds 

largest producers and exporters of machinery, electronics» textile» aircraft, and 

navigation equipment. One of the chief industries of the country is shipbuilding. 

The UK is a constitutional monarchy. In law, Head of the State is Queen. In 

practice, the country is ruled by the elected government with the Prime Minister at 

the head. The British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and 

the House of Commons. 

There are three main political parties in Great Britain: the Labour, the 

Conservative and the Liberal parties. 

The flag of the United Kingdom, known as the Union Jack, is made up of three 

crosses. The big red cross is the cross of Saint George, the patron saint of England. 

The white cross is the cross of Saint Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland. The red 

diagonal cross is the cross of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. 



The USA 

The United States of America is the fourth largest country in the world (after 

Russia, Canada, and China). It occupies the southern part of North America and 

stretches from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. It also includes Alaska in the north 

and Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. The total area of the country is about nine and a half 

million square kilometres. The USA borders on Canada in the north and on Mexico in 

the south. It also has a seaboarder with Russia. 

The USA is made up of 50 states and the District of Columbia where the capital of 

the country, Washington, is situated. The population of the country is about 250 

million. 

If we look at the map of the USA, we can see lowlands and mountains. The highest 

mountains are the Rocky Mountains, the Cordillera, and the Sierra Nevada. The 

highest peak is Mount McKinley, which is located in Alaska. 

America's largest rivers are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Rio Grande, and the 

Columbia. The Great Lakes on the border with Canada are the largest and deepest in 

the USA. 

The climate of the country varies greatly. The coldest regions are in the north. The 

climate of Alaska is arctic. The climate of the central part of the country is 

continental. The south has subtropical climate. Hot winds blowing from the Gulf of 

Mexico often bring typhoons. The climate along the Pacific coast is much warmer 

than that of the Atlantic coast. 

The USA is a highly developed industrial country. It is the leading producer of 

copper and oil and the worlds second producer of iron ore and coal. On the industrial 

enterprises of the country they produce aircrafts, cars, textiles, radio and television 

sets, weapon, furniture, and paper. 

Though mainly European and African in origin, the Americans are made up from 

nearly all races and nations, including the Chinese and the native Americans — 

Indians. 

The largest cities are New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, San 

Francisco, and others. 

The United States is a federal republic consisting of 50 states, each of which has its 

own government. The seat of the central (federal) government is Washington, D. C. 

According to the Constitution of the USA, the powers of the government are divided 

into 3 branches: the executive, headed by the President, the legislative, exercised by 

the Congress, and the juridical. The Congress consists of the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. There are two main political parties in the USA: the Republican and 

the Democratic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Тесты и контрольные задания. 

 

Контрольная работа 1 

Вариант 1 

 

1. Раскройте скобки, употребив глаголы “to be, to have” в нужном времени. 

Переведите 

1) I (to be) a first-year student now. 

2) They (to have) four lessons tomorrow. 

3) He (to be) an engineer in five years. 

4) I (to be) very glad to meet my friends last week. 

5) They usually (to have) dinner at three. 

6) Ten years ago there (to be) only a primary school in the village. 

7) Next year there (to be) new equipment in our school laboratory. 

 

2. Напишите сравнительную и превосходную степени прилагательных.  
1) high                                          old                 

2) beautiful                                   big 

3) new                                           modern 

4) little                                          easy 

5) bad                                            difficult 

 

3. Раскройте скобки, употребив глаголы в нужной форме. Переведите. 

1) My friend (to enter) the Medical University last year. 

2) They (to translate) this text tomorrow. 

3) We (to study) foreign languages. 

4) They (to complete) a course of lectures in literature next term. 

5) He (to return) this book last week. 

6) Yesterday I (to meet) my former school teacher of history. 

7) Now he (to work) in the field of chemistry. 

 

4. Переведите на русский язык. 

1) The new car is more comfortable than the previous one. 

2) All students take exams in winter. 

3) The lecture will last two hours. 

4) They passed all exams. 

5) It takes place in the field of economy. 

6) They changed the course of the ship. 

7) They will leave the country next month. 

 

5. Переведите на английский язык. 

1) У них общие интересы. 

2) Он завершил важную работу. 

3) В течение семестра мы посещаем лекции и практические занятия. 

4) Он не осознал свои ошибки. 



5) Они оборудуют лабораторию в следующем году. 

6) Это займет много времени. 

7) Он не получает стипендию. 

 

Вариант 2 

1. Раскройте скобки, употребив глаголы to be, to have в нужном времени. 

Переведите 

1) She (to be) at the lecture now. 

2) The weather (to be) fine yesterday. 

3) He (to have) three lessons tomorrow. 

4) Last winter (to be) cold. 

5) She (to have) good work two years ago. 

6) His parents (to have) a nice garden. 

7) I (to be) in town next Sunday. 

 

2. Напишите сравнительную и превосходную степени прилагательных.  

1) short                                      interesting 

2) clean                                     fast 

3) good                                      different 

4) many                                     hot  

5) large                                      rich 

 

3. Раскройте скобки, употребив глаголы в нужной форме. Переведите. 

1) He (to like) to work in his garden every day. 

2) The teacher (to ask) this grammar rule at the next lesson. 

3) This group (to go) to the theatre next month. 

4) We (to get) books from the library last week. 

5) I (to play) football every Sunday. 

6) She (to do) her homework yesterday evening. 

7) We (to listen) to the radio in the morning. 

 

4. Переведите на русский язык. 

1) My friend graduated from the university last year. 

2) The situation requires my presence. 

3) His friends helped him to realize his plans. 

4) They will equip the laboratories with new apparatus. 

5) The first term at the university lasts four months. 

6) The delegation will leave Khabarovsk on Monday. 

7) He got a good education at Oxford. 

 

5. Переведите на английский язык. 

1) Мы получаем высшее образование. 

2) Студенты вошли в аудиторию. 

3) Он не сдал экзамен по физике. 

4) Они завершат важную работу завтра. 



5) Он не работает в области математики. 

6) Она приходит на работу вовремя. 

7) В учебном году - два семестра. 

 

Контрольная работа 2 

Времена группы Progressive 

Вариант 1. 

 

1. Раскройте скобки, поставив глаголы в соответствующие формы времен 

группы Progressive (Active or Passive), предложения переведите. 

1. She (to write) a letter now. 

2. They (to test) a new automatic machinery when I came. 

3. A totally new safety system (to be installed) now. 

4. Now a new railway (to be built) between two cities. 

5. What you (to do) now? 

6. What you (to do) from 12 to 14 yesterday? 

7. They (to quarrel), while they (to wash) their car.  

8. They (to play) football from 19 to 21 tomorrow evening. 

9. He (to be told) the news when we came. 

10. Tomorrow our parents (to go) to the theatre. 

 

2. Переведите словосочетания. 

1. in spite of the fact                   6. на свежем воздухе 

2. to install new equipment         7. 20 градусов ниже нуля 

3. deep knowledge                      8. водить машину 

4. to change the plan                   9. безопасность движения 

5. to consider a question            10. существенные изменения 

 

3.  Раскройте скобки, поставив глаголы в соответствующие видовременные 

формы Simple or Progressive (Active or Passive), предложения переведите. 

1. Ted (to like) when he (to be asked) about his work. 

2. (Can) you speak English a year ago? 

3. The article (to be translated) at the next year. 

4. He (to read) the article now. 

5. They (to study) the subject when I joined at the next lesson. 

6. They (to go) to the theatre yesterday. 

7. I (to write) this book all day long tomorrow. 

8. Many houses (to be built) every year in the city. 

9. She (to teach) German at our university. 

10. You (to be) in America? 

 

4. Переведите на русский язык. 

1. The summer was dry and hot. 

2. They tunneled a tube under the river. 

3. The weather is changeable in autumn. 



4. Road safety is very important for traffic. 

5. Who is being examined now? 

 

5. Переведите на английский язык. 

1. Это здание было построено в прошлом году. 

2. Они сейчас обсуждают планы на следующий год. 

3. Когда я пришел, рассматривали проблему. 

4. Новая система безопасности устанавливается сейчас. 

5. Он завершит университет через три года. 

Времена группы Progressive 

Вариант 2. 
 

1. Раскройте скобки, поставив глаголы в соответствующие формы времен 

группы Progressive (Active or Passive), предложения переведите. 

1. Her mother (to cook) a pie now. 

2. Who (to be listened to) now? 

3. The new engine (to be tested) in the laboratory when we came. 

4. Next Monday we (to work) only five hours. 

5. What he (to do) when you came home? 

6. While he (to have dinner), his car (to be cleaned). 

7. A new tunnel (to be completed) in London now. 

8. When I came home the family (to watch) TV. 

9. What university you (to go) to enter? 

10. At the end of May the students (to prepare) for their examinations. 

 

2. Переведите словосочетания. 

1. to maintain the railway        6. сжигать уголь 

2. to consider a problem          7. переменная скорость 

3. to achieve better results       8. пар и электричество 

4. to use clay and sand             9. 10 градусов выше нуля 

5. to test a system                   10. устанавливать новое оборудование 

 

3.  Раскройте скобки, поставив глаголы в соответствующие видовременные 

формы Simple or Progressive (Active or Passive), предложения переведите. 

1. The article (to be translated) at the next lesson. 

2. I (to drive) a car now. 

3. He (to enter) the university last year. 

4. Where he (to live)? 

5. They (to discuss) a new plan when you came. 

6. When you come, they (to play) chess. 

7. They tunnel tubes every year. 

8. The construction of the road (to be completed) when the commission arrived. 

9. A new research (to be carried out) successfully now. 

10. This road (to be built) last year. 

 



4. Переведите на русский язык. 

1. They achieved better results. 

2. In spite of the fact new changes are necessary. 

3. He couldn’t drive a car. 

4. They burnt coal to warm their houses. 

5. They will consider the problem of traffic safety. 

 

5. Переведите на английский язык. 

1. Мы сдали все экзамены успешно. 

2. Когда я пришел, он читал газету. 

3. Мне сейчас не нравится, что ты куришь. Открой окно. 

4. Ты не должен переходить улицу на красный свет. 

5. Новая дорога будет построена в следующем году. 

 

 

Контрольная работа 3 

Вариант 1 

 

I. Перепишите следующие предложения, определите в каждом из них видо-

временную форму и залог глагола сказуемого (см. образец). Переведите 

предложения на русский ЯЗЫК. 

1. When much material had been looked through and some problems had been 

solved, the article was published. 

2. Electric cars will be widely used in future. 

3. Today plastics are being applied for car bodies (car body – корпус 

автомобиля). 

4. This lecturer is listened to with great interest. 

 

II. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

обращая внимание на разные значения слов it, that, one. 

1. It is proved that light needs time to travel any distance. ; 

2. One must take part in scientific work. 

3. Specialists consider that in future city transport will reject gasoline. 

 

III. Перепишите предложения и переведите их на русский язык, обращая 

внимание на разные значения глаголов to be, to have, to do. 

1. You have to come to the language laboratory of the Institute to work at our 

pronunciation. 

2. This material does not possess elastic properties. 

3. Scientists had to create new materials for industry.  

4. The exam was to start in the morning. 

 

IV. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

обращая внимание на бессоюзное подчинение. 

1. We know electricity produces heat. 



2. The new materials the scientists developed were used in space technology. 

 

V. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

обращая внимание на функцию инфинитива. 

1. It is necessary for an engineer to know a foreign language. 

2. The Russian scientists were the first to construct and launch the space rocket. 

3. Our idea was to design a new device for automatic control. 

4. To increase the productivity of labour one must use the methods we have just 

described. 

 

VI. Прочитайте и устно переведите с 1-го по 3-й абзацы текста. Перепишите и 

письменно переведите 1-й и 2-й абзацы. 

 

Пояснения к тексту• 

1. leap – прыжок  

2. cushion - подушка 

3. collaboration - сотрудничество  

4. to recoup - компенсировать 

5. magnetic suspension train - поезд магнитной подвеске  

 

TOMORROW TRANSPORT 

1. It has been a long time since train velocities first surpassed the 100 km per hour 

limit and they are now approaching 200 km per hour and even higher velocities in 

some countries. Is it possible to increase the speed with the help of the traditional 

wheel at the present stage in the development of transport facilities? Scientists and 

engineers in various countries have come to the conclusion that a new leap
1
 in 

velocity is possible only if the wheel is replaced with an air or magnetic cushion.
2
 

2. Scientific research centers are carrying out an extensive programme on developing 

high-speed ground transport. The advantages of high-speed ground transport to be 

used in future are obvious. At present air and road transport burns three-fourth of all 

produced fuels, and the combustion process, naturally, affects the earth's ecology. 

3. The future trains must be ecologically clean and noiseless. It has been estimated 

that the cost of high-speed ground transport will be recouped
4
 three times faster than 

that of the railways. 

4. The high-speed ground transport will connect cities and industrial centers to 

airports. Magnetic suspension train
5
 principle has found its way into technology. No 

doubt that tomorrow transport we are to use in cities, industrial centers, airports will 

be electric. 

 

VII. Прочитайте 4-й абзац текста и вопрос к нему. Из приведенных вариантов 

ответа укажите номер предложения, содержащего правильный ответ на 

поставленный вопрос: 

 

What kind of transport will connect industrial cities to airports? 

1. electric trains 



2. high-speed ground transport  

3. magnetic suspension trains  

 

ВАРИАНТ 2 

I. Перепишите следующие предложения, определите в каждом из них видо-

временную форму и залог глагола-сказуемого (см. образец). Переведите 

предложения на русский ЯЗЫК. 

1. The modern automatic equipment is being installed in our shop. 

2. Radioactive isotopes have been made in nuclear reactor. 

3. The construction of the house will be completed in a month. 

4. The engineer was asked about the new technology used at the plant. 

 

II. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

обращая внимание на разные значения слов it, that, one. 

1. The successes in chemistry made it possible to obtain a lot of new materials. 

2. One must apply the material that can be machined easily. 

3. It is the energy of falling water that is used to drive turbines. 

 

III. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

помня о разных значениях глаголов to be, to have, to do. 

1. The operators dealing with radioisotopes must have protective suits. 

2. The engineers of different specialities are often to study difficult problems 

together. 

3. Mice do not catch cats, cats catch mice. 

4. People have made numerous attempts to construct perpetum mobile.  

 

IV. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

обращая внимание на бессоюзное подчинение. 

1. I think the drawing will be ready by tomorrow. 

2. The characteristics we are interested in are shape and size. 

 

V. Перепишите следующие предложения и переведите их на русский язык, 

обращая внимание на функцию инфинитива в предложении. 

1. То design new buildings is the work of an architect. 

2 To measure volume we must know the body dimensions. 

3. The Romans were the first to build paved roads. 

 

VI. Прочитайте и устно переведите с 1-го по 4-й абзацы текста. Перепишите и 

письменно переведите 2-й и 3-й абзацы. 

Пояснения к тексту 

1. exhaust – истощаться 

2. ocean tide – океанский прилив 

3. current – поток, течение 

4. promising – перспективный, обещающий 

5. windmill – ветряная мельница 



 

NON-TRADITIONAL RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY 

 1. Now we are using traditional power sources such as oil, natural gas and coal, 

wind and water power. The consumption is more than 50 billion barrels per year. 

Scientists understand that if mankind consumes natural resources with the same 

rate, these resources will exhaust
1
 in a few hundred years. The amount of natural 

resources on Earth is not unlimited. That is why it is so important to use such 

renewable sources of energy as the sun, wind, ocean tides
2
, currents

3
, geothermal 

energy and others. Research is being carried out in these fields. 

 2. One of the most promising
4
 researches is the development of power 

stations with direct transformation of solar energy |into electricity on the basis of 

photo effect. It was Russia that was the first in the world to develop and test a 

photoelectric battery of 32,000 volts and effective area of only 0.5 sq.m., which 

made it possible to concentrate solar radiation. This idea is now being intensively 

developed in many countries. 

 3. However, the efficiency of a solar power station is considerably reduced because 

of the limited time of its work during the year. But it is possible to improve the 

efficiency of solar power stations by developing different combinations of solar power 

stations and traditional ones – thermal, atomic and hydraulic. Today some engineers are 

working at the problem of developing electric power stations with the use of a thermal-

chemical cycle.  

4. In Kamchatka there are geothermal power stations operating on hot water-

steam from the depths of about a kilometer. In some projects water will be heated by the 

warmth of volcanoes at a depth of four - five km. Several big companies show great interest 

towards windmill
5
. The installation of the smallest one, ranging from 100 to 2,000 kilowatts 

would provide sufficient electricity to power several homes; the largest could provide 

electricity to a small village. It is important that all these advances in developing new 

sources of energy and improving the old ones help to solve the energy problem as a 

whole and they do not have negative effects on the environment. 

 

VII. Прочитайте вопрос к тексту. Из приведенных вариантов ответа укажите 

номер предложения, содержащего правильный ответ на поставленный вопрос: 

Why do some big companies show great interest towards windmills? 

1. Windmills do not have negative effects on the environment. 

2. Windmills improve the efficiency of solar power stations. 

3. Windmills would provide sufficient electricity to power homes and villages. 

 
 

Контрольная работа 4 

 

ВАРИАНТ 1 
I. Перепишите и письменно переведите на русский язык следующие 

предложения. Помните, что объектный и субъектный инфинитивные 



обороты чаще всего соответствуют придаточным предложениям (см. 

образец выполнения 1). 

1. The new gaseous fuel is assumed to be both cheep and efficient. 

2. The new engine to be installed in this car is very powerful. 

3. Lasers are known to have found application in medicine. 

 

II. Перепишите и письменно переведите на русский язык следующие 

предложения. Обратите внимание на перевод зависимого и независимого 

(самостоятельного) причастных оборотов (см. образец выполнения 2) 

1. Measurements of solar radiation reaching the Earth each 

day make it possible to calculate the surface temperature of the Sun. 

2. Having built a new automobile plant, we increased the output of cars and buses. 

3. Knowledge being the most valuable wealth of our times, the information theory 

became of great importance for the national economy. 

 

III. Перепишите и письменно переведите на русский язык следующие сложные 

предложения. Обратите внимание на то, как переводятся условные 

предложения (см. образец выполнения 3). 

1. If the gathered data had been presented in time, the results of the experiments 

would have been different. 

2. If you had answered six questions in the competition, you would have won the first 

prize. 

3. It would be impossible to carry on a careful study of the process without the new 

device. 

 

IV. Прочитайте и устно переведите текст.  

Перепишите и письменно переведите 1, 3 и 4-й абзацы. 

LOBACHEVSKY 

1. Men of science consider Lobachevsky to be a great mathematician. The 

whole world knows Lobachevsky to have demonstrated and explained the principles 

of the theory of parallel lines. We consider him to be a great organizer of education, 

and we know him to have written much on the problems of education. 

2. Lobachevsky was born on the December 1, 1792 near Nizhni Novgorod. His 

father died when he was quite a child, having left the family in the extreme poverty. 

The family moved to Kasan where Lobachevsky was admitted to the gymnasium. His 

progress is known to have been very rapid in mathematics and classics. 

3. At the age of 14 he entered the Kazan University where he spent 40 years as 

a student, assistant professor and finally the rector. We know the observatory have 

been founded and equipped and the mechanical workshop to have been established 

under his guidance. 

4. For more than 2000 years all the mankind believed Euclid to have 

discovered an absolute truth. Lobachevsky proved Euclid’s axiom on parallel lines 

not to be true. He built a new geometrical theory quite different from that of Euclid. 

Lobachevsky’s ideas are sure to have influenced not only geometry, but mechanics, 



physics and astronomy as well. Like Galileo, Copernicus and Newton Lobachevsky is 

one of those who laid the foundation of science.    

 

V. Прочитайте 2-й абзац текста и ответьте письменно на следующий 

вопрос:  

What subjects was Lobachevsky good at, when at gymnasium? 

 

ВАРИАНТ 2 
I. Перепишите и письменно переведите на русский язык следующие 

предложения. Помните, что объектный и субъектный инфинитивные 

обороты чаще всего соответствуют придаточным предложениям (см. 

образец выполнения 1). 

1. Reconstruction of those plants was supposed to take four years. 

2. Program error causes the monitor to indicate computer failure. 

3. High temperatures allow chemical reactions to be carried out much more quickly. 

II. Перепишите и письменно переведите на русский язык следующие 

предложения. Обратите внимание на перевод зависимого и независимого 

(самостоятельного) причастных оборотов (см. образец выполнения 2). 

1. Only the first choice was hard to make, the rest of the choices causing no trouble.  

2. While increasing the output, we must not forget the task of improving the 

production quality. 

3. We have carried out a series of experiments, the raw materials having been brought 

from the construction site.  

III. Перепишите и письменно переведите на русский язык следующие сложные 

предложения. Обратите внимание на то, как переводятся условные 

предложения (см. образец 3). 

1. If this device is installed, the production process will be simplified. 

2. If the company had introduced the latest achievements of science and technology, 

it would considerably have increased labour productivity. 

3. It would be impossible to simplify the production process without applying this 

device. 

IV. Прочитайте и устно переведите на русский язык с 1-го по 4-й абзацы 

текста. Перепишите и письменно переведите 2,3 и 4-й абзацы. 

Пояснения к тексту 

1. a wise man – мудрец 

DICTIONARIES 

1. We all know the saying of a wise man
1
 having lived more than two thousand 

years ago: 'Of making many books there is no end'. If he had been living today, he 

might have said the same of dictionaries, for several new ones appear every year. They 

are needed for various purposes. Even in our own language we often find it necessary 

to look up a word, sometimes for the spelling, sometimes for the pronunciation, or it 

may be for the meaning or origin of the word. 

2. Nowadays, with the remarkable increase in scientific and other knowledge, 

special dictionaries have to be made for certain groups of words — commercial, 

technical, psychological, medical, etc. There are some very large dictionaries which 



are supposed to contain all the words of the language, but they are not convenient to 

use. They are too heavy and take too much room. If you are studying one subject, it 

is much better to have a dictionary being not bigger than an ordinary book.  

3. Students of a foreign language need a dictionary which contains all the words in 

common use in their own language and the one they are trying to learn, that is, the 

words they are likely to hear in conversation, and on the radio, and those they will 

meet in the books and newspapers they read. Such dictionaries usually give the 

meaning of a word by translating it; and, sometimes, but not always, they give 

translations of phrases and structures.  

4. Electronic dictionaries are very popular among those who are on good terms with 

computer. Dictionaries of this kind are sure to be useful to translators, but less useful 

to students of a language. Ordinary dictionaries are supposed to give meanings, and 

explanations, and examples in the foreign language itself. It would be impossible to 

understand foreign language speakers unless there were different kinds of dictionaries. 

 

V. Прочитайте 1 - 2й абзацы текста и ответьте письменно на следующий 

вопрос: 

 What for do we need dictionaries? 

 

 

Тесты 

 

Тест 1 

Выберите правильный вариант:  

1. What’s ______ job? She is a hotel manager. 

my 

your 

his 

her 

2. Anita usually likes coffee, but now she ______ tea. 

drank 

drink 

is drinking  

drinks 

3. Is ______ your pen over there? 

that 

this 



these 

those 

4. ______? — I'm a pilot. 

What are you doing? 

How are you? 

How do you do? 

What do you do? 

5. There are ______ magazines on the shelf. 

any 

some 

a 

the 

6. No news ______ good news. 

is 

are 

— 

am  

7. The man is old and he can't ______ well. 

heard 

to hear 

hear 

listen 

8. Who can tell me where ______? 

is my key 

my key is 

9. He could open the lock ______. 

easy 

most easy 

easily 

easiest 



10. The shoes are ______ fashionable! 

such 

so 

the 

this 

11. The information is top secret, so naturally, everybody is interested in ______. 

them 

her 

their  

it 

12. There isn’t ______ water in he bottle. 

many  

few 

much 

a few 

13. Their house is ______ than ours. 

much more smaller 

the smallest 

much smallest 

much smaller 

14. Who ______ after their small kids? — Their grandparents do. 

do looks 

looks  

do look 

look 

15. Just look at ______ in the mirror. You are so dirty. 

your 

oneself 

yours 

yourself 



16. I am very proud of my sister. She ______ the guitar and the piano. 

cans play 

can plays 

can play 

can to play 

17. Do you listen to opera? – No, I ______ listen to opera. I hate it. 

always 

never 

often 

usually 

18. They looked ______ each other in surprise. 

with 

for 

at 

after 

19. We are flying to Sochi on ______. 

seven July 

the seventh of July 

seventh of July 

the seven of July 

20. I can’t play football. I ______ my arm yesterday. 

breaked 

broked 

broke 

broken 

Тест 2 

Выберите правильный вариант:  

1. Have you written down ______ names? 

everybody 

everybody’s 



everybodys’ 

everybodies’ 

2. They decided to go on a hike ______ the rain. 

despite of 

despite in 

in spite 

in spite of 

3. If you don't know the meaning of this word, _____ in the dictionary. 

chase it up 

search it out 

look it up 

find it out  

4. Did you fix these shelves ______?  

all on yourself 

all at yourself 

all with yourself 

all by yourself 

5. My grandma makes me ______ carrots, but I prefer ice-cream. 

eat 

eating 

to eat 

to eating 

6. You were rude ______ him for no reason. 

at 

to 

with 

on 

7. When I was a student I ______ to discos every Friday night. 

used to go  

was used to go  



use to went 

used to going 

8. We ______ the project by the end of the month. 

shall finish 

are finishing 

will have finished 

will be finishing 

9. I am here to say that we ______ next week. Everything is ready. 

will leave 

are leaving 

will be leaving 

will have left 

10. This time tomorrow our family ______ on the beach of the Mediterranean sea. 

will lie 

is lying 

will be lying 

will have lain 

11. I have found only one book. Where is ______? 

the others  

another 

other 

the other 

12. She didn't know that he ______ her. 

betrayed 

would betray 

will betray 

is going to betray 

13. ______ three years had passed before we met again. 

Other  

The other 

Another  



14. The happy man went to see his mother-in-law ______. 

down  

on 

off 

away  

15. I ______ him since we ______school. 

haven't seen / left 

didn't see / left 

didn't see / have left 

haven't seen / have left 

16. If the child ______ no better, we shall have to take him to hospital. 

does 

is 

has 

was 

17. The boy almost never walks his dog in the morning, ______? 

is he 

doesn’t he 

does he 

isn't he 

18. I play football with friends every weekend. — ______. 

So I play 

So I do 

So am I  

So do I 

19. I ______ home when somebody ______ my name. 

went / was calling 

was going / called 

went / called 

20. ______ tourists are staying here. 

only few  



only little  

only a few 

only a little  

Тест 3 

Выберите правильный вариант:  

1. Hardly _____ asleep _____ an alarm clock _____. 

have I gone, than, will ring  

had I gone, when, rang 

I had gone, then, had rung  

was I going, as, was ringing 

2. I am going to have my kitchen _____. It is necessary that every crack _____ covered.  

to repair, will be 

to be repaired, is 

repaired, should be  

being repaired, be 

3. The miles appeared _____ so long that the tourists sometimes thought they _____ the 

road. 

being, had to miss  

to have been, must miss  

to be, must have missed 

having been, were to miss 

4. I managed to come here at half past six. But I _____ because they _____. 

needn’t have hurried, had already left 

needn’t hurry, have already left 

wouldn’t have hurried, had already left 

shouldn’t hurry, have already left 

5. If you _____ the prescribed medicine, you _____ _____ now. 

took, would feel, much more well 

had taken, would feel, much better 

would take, would feel yourself, much better 



6. I don't feel like _____ this article today. 

to read and translate 

for reading and translating 

read and translate 

reading and translating 

7. _____ rich pay higher taxes? 

does 

do 

does the 

do the 

8. Would you mind _____, please? 

to open the window 

open the window 

opening the window 

to the window opening 

9. We are all looking forward _____ your friends. 

to seeing 

to see 

for seeing 

of seeing 

10. You _____ your seats beforehand if you want to go to Paris on Christmas. 

had better to book 

had better book 

had to better book 

had to book better 

11. You _____ me a postcard, but you didn't. 

could send 

could be sent 

could have sent 

could had sent 



12. I suggest _____ as soon as possible. I _____ before sunset. 

us to start, would rather to finish 

our starting, had rather finish 

us starting, would prefer to finish 

our starting, would rather finish 

13. There is no point _____ to him. He is _____ last man in the world _____ by such 

things. 

to speak, the, to trouble 

to speak, — , being troubled  

speaking, a, be troubled 

in speaking, the, to be troubled 

14. Did you remember _____ the parcel I gave you? – Yes, I remember _____ it a 

week ago. 

to post, posting 

to post, to post 

posting, to post 

posting, posting 

15. While our coffee _____, I _____ him my sad story which impressed him _____. 

was making, told, greatly 

was being made, said, great 

had been made, told, great 

was being made, told, greatly 

16. We were _____ go out when the telephone rang. 

on the point of  

just 

about to 

nearly 

17. The past flood is reported not _____ _____ damage to the crops. 

caused, many 

to have caused, much 

to cause, much 

having caused, many 



18. But for the rain we _____ for a walk long ago. 

went 

have gone 

would have gone 

would be going 

19. How I wish we _____ then! 

didn’t meet 

hadn’t met 

wouldn’t meet 

wouldn’t have met 

20. Try to behave as if nothing _____. 

had happened 

happened 

was happened 

has happened 

 

 

 

 

 

3.Тексты по специальности 

 

Текст 1. 

Influence of Justinian's church 

Following the example of Santa Sophia, it becomes the tradition for even the smallest 

Greek Orthodox churches to have a dome over the central space of the interior. In 

what becomes the conventional design, the dome sits at the centre of a Greek cross 

(one with four equal arms) formed by the nave and transept. 

The walls supporting the dome are buttressed at ground level by side chapels, each 

with a domed or partially domed roof. The result is the non-linear, gentle and almost 

organic-seeming exterior of a typical Byzantine church. 

In the interior of such a church, when funds are available, the dome is used for a rich 

display of mosaics. The favourite subject is Christ in Majesty (or in his Greek name 

Pantocrator, 'Ruler of All'), a vast figure seeming to bless the assembled congregation 

- though in an undeniably stern mood, with judgement in mind. A fine example is in 

the 1 lth-century monastery church at Daphni. 



The relatively shallow dome of such a church, surrounded by a cluster of smaller 

curving roofs, prevents the dome itself from being a striking feature when seen from 

outside.  

 

 

Текст 2. 

Brunelleschi and the Renaissance style: AD 1419-1430 

The creative blend of Brunelleschi's classical studies and his own imagination is first 

seen in a hospital for foundling children, of which construction begins in 1419. 

Although the ingredients of the facade of the Ospedale degli Innocenti are the 

familiar ones of Roman architecture (an arcade of columns, supporting rounded 

arches, beneath a row of rectangular windows surmounted by pediments), there is an 

entirely new feeling in the balance between them, the proportions, the sense of 

slender elegance. 

This new Renaissance style, Brunelleschi's contribution to the story of architecture, 

can be seen in its purest form in another building in Florence - commissioned by a 

member of the Pazzi family of bankers. 

Work begins on the Pazzi chapel in 1430. The columns and central arch on the facade 

of this tiny building are reminiscent of Brunelleschi's earlier foundling hospital. But 

here the mood of calm and perfect balance extends also to the interior. 

Every surface, from floor to dome, is planned in an interacting display of curves, 

circles, arches, rectangles and small roundels. Texture and colour, as well as shape, 

create the pattern - contrasting the pale plaster of the walls, the darker grey of stone 

pillars and arches, and the bright ceramic reliefs (the blue and white ones by Luca 

della Robbia) in the roundels. This is not only a gem of the Renaissance. It is the 

beginning of interior design. 

 

 

Текст 3. 

Inca architecture: 15th - 16th century AD 

The Incas share with another much earlier civilization, that of Mycenaean Greece, a 

habit of building with massive blocks of masonry. But the precision of the Peruvian 

masons puts all others to shame. In their capital at Cuzco, or in subject cities where 

they wish to emphasize their presence, the Incas leave their trade mark in great slabs 

of stone, often of eccentric shape, fitting together with an uncanny and beautiful 

precision. 

The modern city of Cuzco has grown upon and around its Inca origins. But Inca 

masonry can still be seen, underpropping churches or flanking streets, as a reminder 

of the great builders of the 15th century. 

To the north of Cuzco, on the open hillside, are the three vast polygonal ramparts of 

Saqsawaman - a structure once believed to be an Inca fortress, but more probably a 

temple to the sun and an arena for state rituals. 

Even more mysterious, in the jungle at the far end of the Urubamba valley, is the 

long-lost city of Machu Picchu. Its site is as dramatic as the story of its rediscovery. 



High on an inaccessible peak in the jungle, the Inca masons somehow contrive to 

place their vast dressed stones, even in this remote spot, with wonderful exactitude. 

 

 

Текст 4. 

Art and architecture in Florence: AD 1411-1430 

Three Florentine friends, an architect, a sculptor and a painter, are recognized in 

their own time as being the founders of a new direction in art - subsequently known 

as the Renaissance. In the preface to an influential book on painting, published in 

1436, Alberti says that the work of these three has convinced him that the ancient arts 

can be revived. 

They differ considerably in age. The architect, Brunelleschi, is the oldest. The 

sculptor, Donatello, is about ten years younger. The painter, Masaccio, is about 

fifteen years younger again, though he is by a wide margin the first to die. 

Brunelleschi is the pioneer who first consciously applies a Renaissance curiosity to 

the arts. Where the humanists visit Rome and other ancient cities to copy inscriptions, 

he notes the dimensions and sketches the details of the ruins and surviving buildings 

of classical antiquity. These include the columns and arches of Rome, but also the 

domes of Byzantine Ravenna and even of the baptistery in Florence - a Romanesque 

building of the 11th or 12th century which Brunelleschi and his contemporaries 

believe to be a temple of Mars adapted for Christian worship. 

His aim is to abandon entirely the medieval heritage, even if lack of historical 

knowledge makes the break less absolute than he intends. 

 

Текст 5. 

Baroque as a style: 17th - 18th century AD 

Europe in the 17th century, and in particular Roman Catholic Europe, revels in a new 

artistic style 

embracing architecture as well as painting and sculpture. In many contexts, such as 

church interiors, the baroque combines all three arts in an unprecedented way to 

create a sense of emotional exuberance. This mood is very different from the 

dignified and often severe masterpieces of the Renaissance. The term barocco is first 

used to suggest disapproval. It is thought to derive from a Portuguese word for a 

misshapen pearl. Certainly unbalance and excess are the qualities which baroque 

artists indulge in and turn to advantage. The Roman Catholic world is the natural 

home of baroque, because its mood suits so well the message oi the Counter-

Reformation. Protestant reformers can be caricatured, not too unreasonably, as 

argumentative, dour, unsentimental, hostile to images, and distrustful of any authority 

except that of holywrit. The Catholic church by contrast enjoys an aura of centuries 

of authority and prestige, has long used art and music with great skill to touch the 

emotions of the faithful, and much prefers a good show to a good argument. 

Following the example of the new St Peter's in Rome, numerous churches built and 

decorated in the 17
th
 century put baroque at the service of the church's message. The 

faithful are welcomed by rows of saints,gesticulating eagerly in stone from alcove or 

roof line.  



 

Текст 6. 

Dutch and English town houses: 17th - 18th century AD 

Dutch prosperity in the 17th century results in a very satisfying design of town house. 

Merchants are eager to have their homes and premises in the limited space fronting 

the canals of Dutch towns. 

With numerous middle-class competitors for the available land (as opposed to the 

small number of noblemen holding power and wealth in other areas of Europe), the 

typical Dutch town house, several stories high, has a narrow brick facade and 

generous areas of glass - made possible by the new design of sash windows. Terraces 

of such houses, widely surviving today in Holland, provide the charm of the canals of 

Amsterdam and many other Dutch towns. 

In 1689 a Dutch prince, William III, becomes king of England. His accession to the 

throne prompts a fashion for the Dutch style. England, like Holland, is rapidly 

becoming more prosperous. Streets of town houses are being built in London and 

many provincial towns, such as Bath. 

The English version of the Dutch house is more severe and classical, particularly 

when built in stone (as in Bath), but it has the same elegance deriving from a repeated 

vertical alignment and a generous display of sash windows. Known in England as the 

Georgian style, and carried to colonial America, terrace houses of this kind constitute 

an extremely successful pattern of urban living. 

 

 

 

Текст 7.  

Indian and Japanese castles: 16th - 17th century AD 

By a coincidence of history some of the most spectacular castles of the world date 

from the same period in India and Japan. These buildings of the 16th and 17th 

century are fortified palaces, with superbly decorated pavilions rising above secure 

walls. The Indian tradition develops from the example of Hindu princes and is 

brought to a peak by the Moghul emperors. The Japanese castles evolve from the 

small fortresses of local feudal chieftains, which are a practical necessity during the 

civil wars of the Ashikaga shogunate. The best early example of an Indian castle is 

the fortress of Gwalior, built in the early 16th century. The entrance road, climbing a 

steep hill, makes its way through heavy walls to an elevated plateau and an exquisite 

palace of carved sandstone and decorative tilework The great 17th-century forts of 

Rajasthan, such as Amber and Jodhpur, follow the same pattern of delicacy within 

massively strong defences. The theme is taken to its most famous conclusion in the 

Red Forts of Delhi and Agra, where the Moghul emperors and their harems dwell in 

white marble pavilions surmounting vast red sandstone walls. The greatest of the 

Japanese castles are created in the late 16th century by the warlords Nobunaga and 

Hideyoshi, who restore unified rule over Japan after the anarchy of the previous 

period. The splendour of their castles, richly decorated with carved and painted 

ornament, reflects their power. The most impressive surviving castle of this period is 

at Himeji, rebuilt on earlier foundations for Hideyoshi. Five storeys of pavilions, 



forming a pyramid of white walls and elegant oriental roofs, seem concerned only 

with the pleasures of peace - until one notices the height of the sturdy walls on which 

they perch. 

 

 

 

Текст 8. 

Gothic Revival: 18th - 19th century AD 

The Gothic Revival begins at the same time as the first stirrings of neoclassicism, in 

the mid-18th century. Though entirely different in their results, the two movements 

share a similar impulse. After a century and a half of baroque each looks nostalgically 

to the past for a purer source of inspiration. However the Gothic revivalists do so at 

first in a more frivolous mood than the earnest archaelogical advocates of 

neoclassicism. Indeed the most famous early example of the Gothic Revival, Horace 

Walpole's Strawberry Hill (begun in 1750), can also be seen as a branch of rococo - 

an attempt by a fashionable host to find a new decorative theme to amuse his visitors. 

A growing interest in the mysterious Middle Ages, as an antidote to the dry 

certainties of rationalism and the Enlightenment, is reflected also in the literary field 

in the first stirrings of the Romantic movement. In 1762, while the fan-vaulted gallery 

is being built in Strawberry Hill, the literary world is bowled over with enthusiasm 

for a newly discovered medieval Celtic poem, Ossian's Fingal (a fake, as it turns out). 

Horace Walpole is a significant figure in both these aspects of the Gothic Revival. 

Strawberry Hill is complete by 1776. Walpole's Castle ofOtranto, an early prototype 

of the Gothic novel as a spine-tingling tale of medieval villainies and wronged 

innocence, is published in 1764. 

The light-hearted approach to the Gothic Revival survives into the early 19th century. 

Then, as with neoclassicism and in keeping with the times, a greater solemnity sets 

in. Gothic becomes one of the main 19th-century styles for public buildings (town 

halls and law courts as well as churches).  

 

 

Текст 9.  

Basilicas, secular and sacred: 2nd с. ВС - 4th с. AD 

The Roman public hall, known as a basilica, is a rectangular building with side aisles 

behind the rows of columns which support the main walls. The focus of attention is at 

the end opposite the entrance, where a raised platform is sometimes set within an 

alcove or apse. A building of this kind is known from Pompeii in the 2nd century ВС. 

When Constantine establishes Christian churches as public buildings, in the 4th 

century AD, the basilica is the natural form for any such place of gathering; and the 

apse is ready made for the altar. The three great churches founded by Constantine in 

Rome are all basilicas. 

Two of Constantine's churches in Rome, the basilicas of St Peter's and that of St 

Paul's, also have a new architectural feature - the transept, crossing the nave near the 

altar end and providing more space for pilgrims or clergy. Whether by accident or 

design, this addition turns the ground plan of such a church into a cross. Nave, aisles, 



transept and apse, with a flat or vaulted ceiling, become the basic ingredients of 

rectangular western churches. 

From the 6th century onwards Eastern Christianity develops a different tradition - 

that of domed churches, as seen most spectacularly in one of the earliest and largest, 

Justinian's Santa Sophia. 

Текст 10.  

The greatest achievement of Roman architecture and technology lies in the 

development of these three architectural forms. The dome has long been a familiar 

concept (appearing dramatically in the passage grave on the fie Longue or in the 

tholos at Mycenae), but nothing has been made of it in the major architectural 

traditions. The spectacular temples of Egypt or Greece are exclusively trabeate, using 

flat horizontal lintels to span open spaces. 

The arch has far greater capabilities than the lintel, for it can combine many smaller 

units (of stone or brick) to make a greater whole. In Greek architecture a single vast 

stone lintel can reach between columns at most 7 yards apart. A Roman brick arch 

can span 50 yards. The arch, the vault and the dome are all applications of the same 

concept. The vault, or open-ended tunnel, is only an exceptionally deep arch. The 

dome is in effect a collection of arches all sharing the same centre. In each case the 

pressure of gravity on the material forming the arch will hold it together as long as 

the outward thrust is contained by buttresses. 

The Roman achievement in all these forms is greatly assisted by their development of 

concrete. An arch or dome bonded into solid form by a strong inner layer of concrete 

sits as one unit, exerting its weight downwards rather than outwards. This makes 

possible such miracles as the 1st-century Pont du Gard or the 2nd-century dome of 

the Pantheon.   

 


