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ВВЕДЕНИЕ 

 

Предлагаемое учебное пособие “Innovations – trend for the future” пред-

назначено для студентов-магистрантов второго года обучения, а также мо-

жет быть использовано для бакалавров старших курсов при обучении ком-

муникации на профессиональные темы на английском языке. 

Практической целью данного пособия является развития коммуника-

тивных навыков в сфере профессиональной деятельности. Реализация курса 

«Иностранный язык в профессиональной деятельности» проявляется в го-

товности студентов магистратуры и старших курсов бакалавриата к комму-

никации в устной форме для решения задач профессионально-научной дея-

тельности. Пособие составлено в соответствии с требованиями действую-

щей программы по английскому языку для неязыковых направлений подго-

товки отделений магистратуры и бакалавриата высших учебных заведений. 

Пособие состоит из двух частей (Topics for discussion, Grammar revision 

with exercises)  и приложений. Каждая часть делится на параграфы (Units). 

Part 1 – «Topics for discussion» разделяется на 6 параграфов, каждый из 

которых имеет свою тематику и задачи. 

Unit 1 –“Communication Technologies” посвящен роли коммуникацион-

ных технологий в научных исследованиях и повседневной жизни людей.  

Unit 2 – “Advancing Technology” акцентирует своё внимание на передо-

вых технологиях современности и робототехники в частности, предлагают-

ся к анализу и дискуссии такие темы, как использование роботов во всех 

сферах жизни людей. 

Unit 3 – “Space Exploration” посвящён такой актуальной теме, как 

«Освоение космоса». К обсуждению предлагаются такие неоднозначные 

вопросы, как целесообразность инвестиций в космические программы и бу-

дущее космического туризма. 
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Unit 4 – “ Urbanization ”  освещает такие вопросы, как историческое воз-

никновение городских поселений и современное развитие городов. К рассмот-

рению предлагаются такие вопросы, как преимущества и недостатки жизни в 

городе или за городом, современные тенденции развития городов и т.д. 

Unit 5 – “Transport of the future” логически связан с предыдущим пара-

графом “Urbanization”.  В параграфе рассматриваются современные виды 

общественного транспорта, их преимущества и недостатки, а также выска-

зываются предположения о будущем общественного транспорта. Данные 

вопросы предлагаются к обсуждению на занятии или в качестве домашнего 

задания. 

Unit 6 – “The Achievement of Science, Technical Revolution and Our Day-

to-day Life” обобщает все предыдущие темы параграфов и предоставляет 

возможность высказать своё мнение о тенденциях развития науки и техники 

в будущем. Заключительное занятие можно провести в форме «Круглого 

стола» или «Мозгового штурма». 

Part 2 – «Grammar revision with exercises» делится также на 6 парагра-

фов, отражая тот грамматический материал, который содержится в лексиче-

ских параграфах. Все параграфы снабжены серией упражнений, позволяю-

щих закрепить пройденный материал. 

В пособие также входит раздел «Приложения» (Appendices), который 

включает в себя некоторые тексты для чтения и пересказа, полезные фразы 

и выражения для устных и письменных презентаций и т.д. 

Такой подход к организации учебного материала позволяет реализо-

вать принцип индивидуализации в обучении и активизации самостоятель-

ной работы магистрантов и бакалавров, способствует развитию навыков ве-

дения дискуссии. 

Учебное пособие рассчитано в среднем на 36 часов аудиторной работы, 

некоторые разделы могут быть предложены для самостоятельного  

изучения. 
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PART 1. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

UNIT 1. Communication Technologies 

 

Exercise 1. Choose one or more of the adjectives to complete the sen-

tences about smart phones. 

Convenient, fan, invasive, annoying, unsafe, essential 

I think smart phones are … 

Safe, unhealthy, lonely, anxious, harassed, connected 

My smart phone makes me feel … 

 

Exercise 2. Think of three things you use every day which are depend-

ent on technology. Why are they important?  

 

Exercise 3. Read the text and note advantages and disadvantages of 

technological advances. 

We live in the era of high technologies, and we use modern inventions in 

our everyday life because they have brought us much comfort. New technol-

ogies have spread on every field over the past 50 years. Moreover, they are 

rapidly changing. For example, video-recorders, DVD-players or compact 

disks have already become obsolete and have been replaced by more up-to-

date devices. Today we can hardly imagine our life without such modern mo-

bile devices as smart phones, i-pads or laptops. Our offices are fully equipped 

with computers, printers, scanners, air-conditioners, interactive whiteboards 

and Wi-Fi modems. Household appliances (vacuum-cleaners, coffee-

machines, dish-washers, food processors and others) help us to save our time 

and energy and make our life more comfortable. 
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However, we should realize that digital and electronic inventions have both 

negative and positive impact on our daily life. 

Many people believe that new technologies or gadgets are making things 

faster, easier, more comfortable and interesting. For instance, if you install a GPS 

(Global Positioning System) in your car you’ll never get lost again. And could we 

imagine just 15 years ago all the things we can do on the wireless Internet nowa-

days: connecting with friends from all over the world, online shopping and bank-

ing, distance online learning, finding virtual relationships and even working from 

home? Isn’t that awesome? Our parents used to go to post-offices to send letters 

or pay bills, they went to libraries to find a good book and they used telephone-

booths for phone-calls. 

However there is a downside of communication technologies. This cutting 

edge, more sophisticated technology brought with it a whole new set of problems. 

When the Information Age dawned, the World Wide Web seemed like a paradise. 

However, within a relatively short space of time, we faced with problems caused 

by things like online scams and viruses – traps aimed at crashing our computers 

and even stealing our identity. 

And more, there are some people who are strongly against some modern in-

ventions because they really miss those days when they talked to each other face 

to face in reality, and not virtually. It is that people are becoming anti-social and 

too dependent on their gadgets. Many of young people spend half of the time oc-

cupying their shiny gadgets (smart-phones or i-pads) even when they go out to-

gether. Besides, people who use various social networks a lot (such as Facebook 

or Instagram) should worry more about their privacy. 

Summing up, it is possible to say that there are serious arguments both for 

and against the use of new technologies but anyway it’s really difficult to imagine 

our life without them today. 
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Exercise 4. Answer the following questions according to the information 

given in the text.  

1. What term refers to the era we live now? 

2. What are the positive things about edge cutting communication technolo-

gies? 

3. Name hazards associated with the internet. 

 

Exercise 5. Find in the text the words, which are used with the word 

technology. 

 

Exercise 6. Complete the disadvantages column of the table below about the 

internet with the words and phrases in the box. Then try to think of possible  

solutions. 

Internet addiction   illegal downloads   internet fraud   health problems    

cyberbullying   information overload 

 

 Advantage Disadvantage/s Possible solution/s 

1. Less isolation; easier to 

make friends 

cyberbullying Take care when giving 

out personal information 

2. Researching a subject is 

much easier 

  

3. Shopping or banking 

online 

  

4. Provides hours for enter-

tainment 

  

5. You can access music 

more easily  
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Exercise 7. Write sentences about advantages and disadvantages of the 

internet, and possible solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 2. Advancing Technology 

 

Exercise 1. Choose the adjectives characterizing the use of robots to 

complete the sentences. 

Useful, convenient, dangerous, fan, invasive, unsafe, essential, prospective, 

necessary 

I believe robots are … 

Safe, comfortable, lonely, anxious, harassed, free, fun 

My food processor (robot vacuum cleaner) makes me feel … 

 

Exercise 2. Think of three examples of robots people use in practice. 

Why are they important? (Or maybe not)? 

 

Exercise 3. Read the text and note types of robots and their sphere  

of usage. 

As the age of technology advances around us we are getting more and more 

accustomed to seeing an increasing number of robots taking over household 

chores such as vacuum cleaning, cutting the grass, cleaning the pool or even cre-

ating gourmet meals!  

Tip 

For writing you need to plan your answer 

to make sure that your ideas are logical, 

relevant and well organized. You can 

begin by making a list of the points you 

would like to include and to organize the 

ideas that are similar or contrasting. 

 

Error warning 

Be careful with prepositions used with 

the internet and computer: 

I found it on the internet. (NOT in the 

internet) 

Why don’t you look it up on the com-

puter? (NOT in the computer) 
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There are many types of robots; they are used in many different environ-

ments and for many different uses, although being very diverse in application and 

form they all share three basic similarities when it comes to their construction: 

1. Robots all have some kind of mechanical construction, a frame, form or 

shape designed to achieve a particular task. For example, a robot designed to 

travel across heavy dirt or mud, might use caterpillar tracks. The mechanical as-

pect is mostly the creator's solution to completing the assigned task and dealing 

with the physics of the environment around it. Their form follows their functions. 

2. Robots have electrical components which power and control the machin-

ery. For example, the robot with caterpillar tracks would need some kind of pow-

er to move the tracker treads. That power comes in the form of electricity, which 

will have to travel through a wire and originate from a battery, a basic electrical 

circuit. Even petrol powered machines that get their power mainly from petrol 

still require an electric current to start the combustion process which is why most 

petrol powered machines like cars, have batteries. The electrical aspect of robots 

is used for movement (through motors), sensing (where electrical signals are used 

to measure things like heat, sound, position, and energy status) and operation (ro-

bots need some level of electrical energy supplied to their motors and sensors in 

order to activate and perform basic operations) 

3. All robots contain some level of computer programming code. A program 

is how a robot decides when or how to do something. In the caterpillar track ex-

ample, a robot that needs to move across a muddy road may have the correct me-

chanical construction and receive the correct amount of power from its battery, 

but would not go anywhere without a program telling it to move. Programs are 

the core essence of a robot, it could have excellent mechanical and electrical con-

struction, but if its program is poorly constructed its performance will be very 

poor (or it may not perform at all). There are three different types of robotic pro-

grams: remote control, artificial intelligence and hybrid. A robot with remote 

control programing has a preexisting set of commands that it will only perform if 
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and when it receives a signal from a control source, typically a human being with 

a remote control. It is perhaps more appropriate to view devices controlled pri-

marily by human commands as falling in the discipline of automation rather than 

robotics. Robots that use artificial intelligence interact with their environment on 

their own without a control source, and can determine reactions to objects and 

problems they encounter using their preexisting programming. Hybrid is a form 

of programming that incorporates both AI and RC functions. 

As more and more robots are designed for specific tasks this method of clas-

sification becomes more relevant. For example, many robots are designed for as-

sembly work, which may not be readily adaptable for other applications. They are 

termed as "assembly robots". For seam welding, some suppliers provide complete 

welding systems with the robot i.e. the welding equipment along with other mate-

rial handling facilities like turntables etc. as an integrated unit. Such an integrated 

robotic system is called a "welding robot" even though its discrete manipulator 

unit could be adapted to a variety of tasks. Some robots are specifically designed 

for heavy load manipulation, and are labelled as "heavy duty robots”. 

Current and potential applications include: 

• Military robots. 

• Industrial robots. Robots are increasingly used in manufacturing (since 

the 1960s). According to the Robotic Industries Association US data, in 2016 au-

tomotive industry was the main customer of industrial robots with 52% of total 

sales. In the auto industry, they can amount for more than half of the "labor". 

There are even "lights off" factories such as an IBM keyboard manufacturing fac-

tory in Texas that was fully automated as early as 2003. 

• Cobots (collaborative robots). 

• Construction robots. Construction robots can be separated into three 

types: traditional robots, robotic arm, and robotic exoskeleton. 
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• Agricultural robots (AgRobots). The use of robots in agriculture is closely 

linked to the concept of AI-assisted precision agriculture and drone usage.1996-

1998 research also proved that robots can perform a herding task. 

• Medical robots of various types (such as da Vinci Surgical System and 

Hospi). 

• Kitchen automation. Commercial examples of kitchen automation are 

Flippy (burgers), Zume Pizza (pizza), Cafe X (coffee), Makr Shakr (cocktails), 

Frobot (frozen yogurts) and Sally (salads). Home examples are Rotimatic (flat-

breads baking) and Boris (dishwasher loading). 

• Robot combat for sport – hobby or sport event where two or more robots 

fight in an arena to disable each other. This has developed from a hobby in the 

1990s to several TV series worldwide. 

• Cleanup of contaminated areas, such as toxic waste or nuclear facilities. 

• Domestic robots. 

• Nano robots. 

• Swarm robotics. 

• Autonomous drones. 

Robotics is an interdisciplinary branch of engineering and science that in-

cludes mechanical engineering, electronic engineering, information engineering, 

computer science, and others. Robotics deals with the design, construction, op-

eration, and use of robots, as well as computer systems for their control, sensory 

feedback, and information processing. 

 

Exercise 4. Answer the question. 

Which kinds of robots are more useful in your opinion and why? 

 

Exercise 5.  Define the functions of different kinds of robots given in the 

table. If necessary, find the information on the internet. 
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Type of a robot What can they do? 

Military robots Assist in military operations, make the 

work of soldiers easier 

Industrial robots  

Cobots  

Construction robots  

Agricultural robots  

Medical robots  

Kitchen automation  

Robot combat for sport  

Cleanup robots  

Domestic robots  

Nano robots  

Swarm robotics  

Autonomous drones  

 

Exercise 6. Exclude the odd one out in each of the following lists. Give a 

reason for your answer. 

1. Brick, steel, metal, plastic, timber, plumber       all the others are materials 

2. Brick, stone, foam, rock, marble                        _____________________ 

3. Timber, log, plank, cable                                   _____________________ 

4. Plastic, cotton, polyester, concrete                    _____________________ 

5. Cloth, thread, fibre, fabric, dye                         _____________________ 

6. Demolish, design, innovate, invent                   _____________________ 

7. Turn, revolve, spin, strike, rotate                      _____________________ 

8. Tower, pillar, support, prop                              _____________________ 

 

Exercise 7. Match the verbs in box A with the nouns in box B. there 

may be more than one possible answer. 
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Exercise 8. Read the passage and express your opinion about the usage 

of robotic pets. Do you think they have any prospects? 

One of the mostly amazing and controversial aspects of robotics is creation 

of robotic pets, which intend to simulate real pets without all the hassle of look-

ing after them. A couple examples of robotic pets are the Sony AIBO2, a robotic 

dog and the Ugobe Pleo3, a week old Camarasaurus Dinosaur. The article “Robo-

Pets as good as the real thing” by Iain Thomson talks about research that has been 

done on how robotic pets compare to real pets in daily life. The research shows 

that the elderly and children alike respond especially well to these robotic com-

panions. Elderly residents at care homes were given AIBO’s for six weeks and in 

the end reported that they were feeling less depressed and more active than they 

had been without the robots. Children also had similar comments about the AIBO 

stating that it ‘could be a good companion’. The AIBO is mainly targeted at chil-

dren because it is little more than a novelty. It may be interesting but it has no 

practical use. Although research has shown that elderly people find the compan-

ionship rehabilitating, the high cost of these units puts it out of most of their 

reach. One big advantage of units like the AIBO is that they can teach children 

the basics about pet care and help their parents determine if the kids are old 

enough to have the responsibility of caring for an actual living pet. Another use 

of the robotic pets such as the AIBO is to simply be a pet that doesn’t really re-

quire the same level of commitment as owning a real pet. This might be especial-

ly good for people who don’t spend a lot of time at home and don’t have re-

sources to care for the animal during the day. However just like how everything 

useful has a disadvantage, the Sony AIBO also poses a problem to children. Since 

A 

Push   pull   turn   hit   drill   

hammer   dig   pour   light   

operate   press 

B 

a dial   a hole   a machine    

liquid   a button   a fire   a level    

a nail   a screw   a wheel  a tap    
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it does not impose any of the negative aspects of owning a pet, children may not 

fully understand the whole concept of caring for an animal. Instead they might be 

easily bored and essentially neglect the animal because of the amount of work 

and effort that it requires. As the field of robotics advances, there is no doubt that 

more advanced robotic animals will be developed and sold to the masses. People 

might be able to own the animal of their dreams without having to deal with the 

hassles that go along with it. For example a Penn State Alumni might be able to 

own his own robotic lion! As with all new technologies however the price will 

definitely be a burden to most, but to those that are able to afford it, the sector is 

still at its infancy! The main issue with the widespread use of robots is that peo-

ple will start to depend on them too much, and will miss out on the humanity as-

pect of life. One of the greatest challenges that life presents us is probably 

parenthood, and relying on a robot to show us if our child is ready for a real ani-

mal is just not going to be a good and informed decision. There are many uses for 

robotics in a consumer point of view, but to have them or not is your choice. 

 

Exercise 9. Describe the picture and say which operations it can per-

form in your point of view. 

 

Atlas Robot a humanoid robot designed to aid emergency services in search  

and rescue operations 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Atlas_from_boston_dynamics.jpg
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UNIT 3. Space Exploration 

 

Exercise 1. Read the following opinions given in the box. Do you agree 

with them? For each one, reply with your own opinion. Use the phrases on 

the right to begin your replies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise 2. Use a dictionary to check the meaning of any of the words in 

the box you don’t know. Then answer the questions below and use the words 

in the box to help you explain your ideas. 

 

    

 

 

1. Why are children so interested in outer space? 

2. What are the benefits of space exploration? 

Space doesn’t concern me. There are too 

many problems here on the earth. 

 

I’m fascinated by the idea of life on an-

other planet. 

If I had a chance, I would definitely go 

into space. 

They should stop spending such enor-

mous amounts of money on space explo-

ration. It’s totally unjustified. 

I find the very idea of outer space pretty 

scary. 

 I couldn’t agree more, … 

 I wouldn’t say that … 

 I can’t say I thought  much 

about it … 

 Absolutely. I am pretty cu-

rious about … 

 I couldn’t agree with that … 

 No, I would never consider 

… 

 I disagree, I imagine it 

would be … 

 Well, I seriously doubt that 

… 

 Yes, me too. I think … 

 Well, I suppose … 

 Really? I must admit I am 

not the least bit … 

communication satellites   space debris   unmanned spacecraft   weightless-

ness   moon landings   public investments   pace technologies     space tour-

ism   military applications 
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3. Would you like to go into space on holiday? (Why? Why not?) 

4. Is it important for countries to have a space program? (Why? Why not?) 

5. Should government funding for space missions be spent on other things? 

(Why? Why not?) 

 

Exercise 3.  Do the following adjectives refer to a long or short time? 

Brief   lengthy   enduring   transient   prolonged   fleeting    protracted   last-

ing    instant     sustained 

 

Exercise 4.  Now choose the correct adjective to complete the sentences. 

1. Space programmes require imperceptible / vast sums of money. 

2. There was a lasting / lengthy investigation into the failure of the launch 

system. 

3. We’ve had two years of sustained / prolonged growth in science fund-

ing. 

4. The shooting star was only visible for a very brief / transient period be-

fore it disappeared. 

5. It is made up of microscopic / immense particles that are invisible to the 

naked eye. 

6. The camera shows the planet’s rings in fleeting / minute detail. 

7. Space exploration, with its rockets and robots, has a protracted / endur-

ing appeal for children.  

8. The surface of the planet is covered in astronomical / colossal volcanos, 

much larger than any on Earth. 

 

Exercise 5. The words in the box are used to talk about scientific 

processes. Use a dictionary to check the meaning of each word and then 

complete the crossword. You may need to chenge the form of the words. 
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Across 

3. When water reaches 100̊ C, it starts to … 

6. bombs do this 

8. A negative charge will … a positive one. 

9. to become solid 

11. Sugar will … when placed in a hot liquid. 

14. The process that cources the puddle to dry up. 

17. We use a mirrow to … something. 

19. the opposite to 8 across 

20. to become larger 

 

Down  

1. The process that  causes the vapour to change to a liquid 

2. Able to attract iron or steel 

3. to suddenly break open 

4. to make substance weaker by adding water 

5. to crash into 

7. to cause something to start 

10. to emit or let out 

12. the force that makes things to fall to the ground 

13. to make a hole in something with a sharp object 

15. A sponge will … a liquid. 

16. when a solid becomes a liquid 

18. to rotate or revolve quickly 

 

Absorb   activate    attract   boil   burst   collide   condense    dilute   dissolve   

evaporate   expand   explode   gravity   magnet   melt   pierce   reflect   release   

repel   solid   spin 
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Exercise 6. Read the text and sum up the main idea. 

Mankind always dreamed of overcoming gravity and reaching other planets. 

But it was only in the 1960s when this dream was to become reality. 

On the 12th of April 1961 the spacecraft "Vostok" was launched into space 

with a man on board and after orbiting our planet successfully returned to the 

Earth. The first man to overcome gravity and orbit the Earth was Yuri Gagarin. 

This day went down in history of mankind as an outstanding achievement, open-

ing the space era. In the course of space exploration there have been lots of 

achievements of world science and technology. This period saw the launching of 

many earth satellites, numerous space stations. Among the achievements we may 

enumerate the landing of automatic stations on the Moon, walking the man on the 

Moon, the flights of space laboratories towards the Venus and Mars. 

These are the years of manned space flight programmes: Valentina Teresh-

kova was the first female cosmonaut to make a space flight, A. A. Leonov 

achieved the first "spacewalk" in 1965, and the first Soviet experimental station 

with four cosmonauts on board went into orbit, the first American expedition 
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landed on the Moon. The Soviet "Lunokhod", automatic orbital stations "Soyuz" 

and other space laboratories opened up a new era of space exploration. From the 

first experiments scientists went over to systematic exploration of space. 

 

UNIT 4. Urbanization  

 

Exercise 1. Read the text and answer the questions below. Don’t use a 

dictionary. 

The human species evolved about 2 million years ago. Our natural habitat 

was the savannah, where our forefathers made their living by hunting and gather-

ing. This way of existence required frequent moving. In Europe permanent set-

tlement became the rule only after the Agrarian Revolution, which appears to 

have started some ten thousand years ago. Most people came to live in farmhous-

es, often grouped in villages. A few villages developed into towns and even cit-

ies. However the percentage of population living in an urban setting remained 

small in agrarian society. In Medieval Europe, about 90 percent of the population 

lived in the country. This trend changed dramatically after the Industrial Revolu-

tion, when, in less than two centuries, massive urbanization took place. 

Amazing, this massive exodus from the land to the city was not accompa-

nied by negative attitude to rural living. In fact, the reverse occurred. It would 

seem that the less rural life is practiced, the more it is cherished and the greater 

the emphasis on the hazards of urban life. In the years following the Industrial 

Revolution, a new artistic theme emerged: the theme of pastoral idyll. Lyrics, 

novels and paintings started to emphasize the beauty of nature and the virtues of 

rural life. A constant undertone of this theme is that rural living is more satisfying 

than life in the town. We are led to the idea that, in the country we can find the 

safe, simple serenity that is so desperately needed by the alienated city dweller. In 

real, various studies on life satisfaction have reviled no advantage to living in a 

rural setting. In developed countries, rural people tend to be as satisfied with life 
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as city people. Moreover, in developing countries, rural dwellers are notably less 

happy than city dwellers. The results of the survey conducted to find out where 

people would prefer to live given the choice showed that the pattern of preference 

is in fact the reverse of the pattern of settlement. Rural living is preferred more in 

the most urbanized parts of the world, while urban living is seen as most desira-

ble in the least urbanized parts. 

Write YES if the statement agrees with the content of the passage. 

Write NO if the statement contradicts the content of the passage. 

Write NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the author thinks about this. 

 

1. Our original ancestors were unable to live in permanent villages. 

2. The Agrarian Revolution occurred later in Europe than in other parts of 

the world. 

3. The Industrial Revolution led to food shortages in urban areas. 

4. When people stop living in rural area, they idealize rural life. 

5. Studies on life satisfaction support city dwellers’ belief about rural life. 

6. In developed countries, people living in urban areas are happier than 

those living in rural areas. 

 

Exercise 2. Find the words in the text with a similar meaning to the fol-

lowing words or phrases. 

1. Developed gradually 

2. Proportion 

3. A huge amount of 

4. Noticeably 

5. Peacefulness 

6. Became known 

7. That isn’t obvious 

8. Opposite 
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9. Made not feel the sense of belonging 

10.  Remembered fondly 

 

Exercise 3. Combine a word from box A with a suitable word from box 

B to form a new word. 

A  

 

 

B 

 

   

 

Exercise 4. Which six of the phrases suggest a negative aspect of city life? 

 

Exercise 5.  Complete the sentences with phrases in 3. 

1. Many people who move to the city from the country end up living in … 

because of a shortage of housing. 

2. It is difficult to determine where the city ends because of the …. 

3. We need a stronger … to help keep the crime levels in our major cities 

down. 

4. An efficient … and frequent … are both essential to maintaining sanita-

tion in densely populated areas. 

5. The city has far more … than rural areas, so young people don’t get 

bored so easily. 

 

Exercise 6. Look at the following questions and make a note of any new 

vocabulary from the unit you could use in your answers. Then answer the 

questions as fully as you can. 

1. Do you prefer city life or country life? 

Traffic   outer   emergency   inner city   high rise   recreational   sewage   

water   noise/air   shanty   concrete   housing   urban   public   garbage   

pedestrian   police 

System   collection   crossing   jungle   transport   facilities   sprawl   

services   town   force   congestion   slums   buildings   estate   supply   

pollution suburbs 



22 

2. Do you think your town or city has changed significantly in the last 

years? (If so, in which way?) 

3. What changes would you like to see in the future? 

4. Where can people go to escape from busy city areas in your country? 

5. What areas of your town or city would you recommend to visitors? 

(Why?) 

6. How would you describe the town or city where you live? 

 

UNIT 5. Transport of the future 

 

Exercise 1. Choose the adjectives characterizing which would charac-

terize future public transport to complete the sentences. 

Useful, convenient, dangerous, fast, cheap, safe, essential, prospective,  

necessary 

I believe future public transport will be … 

Safe, comfortable, convenient, anxious, harassed, functional, stylish, easy to 

drive 

I would like my future car to be … 

 

Exercise 2. Think of three examples of public transport. Why is it im-

portant to improve them? (Or maybe not)? 

 

Exercise 3. Use a dictionary to check the meaning of any of the words in 

the box you don’t know. Then answer the questions below and use the words 

in the box to help you explain your ideas. 

 

    

 

 

vehicle   public transport systems   Human-powered mass transport        

Hyperloop transport system  advanced technologies   urban congestion        

investment   space tourism   alternative energy 
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1. Why are improvements of public transport so important for the future? 

2. What are the benefits of solar-powered transport? 

3. Would you prefer to use public or personal transport in the future?  

(Why? Why not?) 

4. Is it important for passengers to have a choice while using different 

kinds of transport? (Why? Why not?) 

5. Should government invest in development of new kinds of public 

transport? (Why? Why not?) 

 

Exercise 4. Give synonyms to the following words and word combina-

tions and make sentences with them. 

1) As indicated at the start 

2) Because of 

3) Thanks to 

4) To some degree 

5) Despite of 

6) No matter 

7) Not to mention 

 

Exercise 5. Make up noun phrases using the verbs below. 

To develop, to provide, to work out, to create, to improve, to employ,  

to examine. 

 

Exercise 6. Form the opposites for the words given below using negative 

prefixes –dis,-in, -im, -ir, -mis, –un. 

Adequate, advantage, balance, proportion, certain, convincing, conception, 

relevant, appropriate, safe, limited, effective, understanding, function. 
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Exercise 7. Read the passage and note the benefits of each kind of pub-

lic transport of the future. 

Public transport systems offer many advantages over the personal alterna-

tives when it comes to getting large numbers of people from A to B in style and 

safety - less congestion, less pollution and lower costs for starters. 

Speaking about the public transport of the future one thing is certain: it must 

be more effective than it is today. The time is coming when it will be quicker to 

fly across the Atlantic to New York than to travel from home to office. The two 

main problems are: what vehicle shall we use and how can we plan our use of it? 

One of the options could be solar-powered capsules. 

 

A sketch of billionaire Elon Musk’s proposed Hyperloop transport system. Photo: Tesla Mo-

tors/Reuters 

 

California billionaire Elon Musk took the wraps off his vision of a futuristic 

Hyperloop transport system, proposing to build a solar-powered network of 

crash-proof capsules that would whisk people from San Francisco to Los Angeles 

in half an hour. 
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In his blog, Musk, the chief executive of electric car maker Tesla Motors 

Inc, described in detail a system that, if successful, would do nothing short of 

revolutionizing intercity transportation. As many as 28 passengers could ride in 

each pod and the system could even transport vehicles. 

Musk, who in the past has hinted at the hopes of building such a system, 

proposed the Hyperloop as an alternative to a $68 billion high-speed rail project 

that’s a major priority of California Governor Jerry Brown. According to Musk, it 

would be safer, faster, less expensive and more convenient. 

But not everyone is convinced the project is a good idea. Jim Powell, a co-

inventor of the bullet train and director of Maglev 2000, which develops high-

speed transport systems using magnetic levitation, said the system would be vul-

nerable to a terrorist attack or accident. 

Musk, who made his name as a PayPal founding member before going on to 

start SpaceX and Tesla, envisions capsules departing every 30 seconds at peak 

times and traversing the roughly 643 kilometers between Los Angeles and San 

Francisco along an elevated tube erected along the I-5 interstate highway. 

The capsules ride an air cushion blasted from “skis” beneath, propelled via a 

magnetic linear accelerator. 

The expected half-hour travel time for Hyperloop passengers compares with 

current travel times of an hour and 15 minutes by jet, about five-and-a-half hours 

by car, as well as about two hours and 40 minutes via California’s planned high-

speed rail. 

Other ideas for public transport of the future look like follows: 

 

Superconducting vacuum trains 

While fast, frictionless maglev train systems have been operational for dec-

ades, they haven't exactly become ubiquitous - perhaps because of the cost of the 

systems, or perhaps because there is no compelling need to replace the already 

widespread and workable conventional railway infrastructure. Either way, the 

https://newatlas.com/future-transport/22959/#p172626
https://newatlas.com/future-transport/22959/#p172626
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idea is not about to fade from our collective imagination and several maglev of 

the future concepts have been floated. 

The Evacuated Tube Transport (ETT) system envisions superconducting 

maglev trains operating in evacuated tubes at speeds of up to 6,500 km/h (4,039 

mph) on international trips - that's New York to Beijing in two hours! The propo-

nents of this system say that ET3 could be 50 times more efficient than electric 

cars or trains. 

Terraspan goes even further than ultra-efficient mass transport with its vi-

sion for a network of superconducting tunnels. As well as providing infrastruc-

ture for "Terraspan trains," this network would also facilitate zero loss transmis-

sion of electricity to our homes. 

 

String theory 

Another high-speed rail concept that aims to present an alternative to con-

ventional systems without the astronomical price tag is Anatoly Unitsky's String 

Transport System. The concept is based on the use of what look like heavy-duty 

above ground electrical wires, but instead of carrying power, these high-tension 

wires become the support for carriages. 

 

Reversing roles 

Taking the above ground rail concept further (and then turning it on its 

head) is Robert C. Pulliam's Tubular Rails. In this system the trains themselves 

carry the tracks, while the wheels and motors are contained in elevated rings that 

the train passes through at speeds of up to 240 km/h (150 mph). Because the de-

sign would cause minimal disruption to existing infrastructure and the technology 

is readily available, Tubular Rail estimates that construction costs could be 60 

percent less than conventional urban train networks. 
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Sharing the street 

This is definitely one of the most interesting public transportation concepts 

we've encountered over the years when it comes to reducing urban congestion, 

while making use of existing infrastructure. The "straddling bus" would roll on 

stilts above traffic using small tracks positioned between lanes of traffic while 

passengers get on and off at elevated bus stops. The result: additional people car-

rying capacity for urban roads, no disruption to traffic and no need to build com-

pletely independent track systems. Seems like a win/win, but at this stage we're 

not aware of any progress on the expected pilot program. 

 

Human-powered mass transport 

Another outside-the-box approach to transport that deserves a place in our 

top 10 is the Shweeb. This human powered monorail system uses bicycle pods 

suspended from tracks to create a very efficient option for getting from A to B. 

Currently you can ride the Shweeb at the Agro ventures in New Zealand 

where you can reach speeds of up to 45 km/h (28 mph) under your own steam. 

The idea is not limited to adventure parks though. Shweeb picked up a US$1 mil-

lion investment from Google in 2010 as part of Project 10^100 and the company 

says it will soon be announcing the planned location of the first Shweeb built for 

public use. 

 

High-speed, alternative energy 

The quest for more efficient transport systems doesn't necessarily have to 

come at the cost of speed. The SolarBullet project is a campaign aiming to bring 

high-speed (we're talking 220 mph (354 km/h)) trains to Arizona using tracks 

equipped with solar panel carrying canopies that would provide the 110 mega-

watts of electricity that the system needs to run. While on the subject, solar isn't 

the only alternative energy being considered for powering train networks. The  
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T-Box envisions turbines incorporated into tracks that could be used to harness 

wind energy from the train as it whooshes overhead. 

 

Power from the road 

While contactless systems that allow personal electric vehicles to recharge 

on the go are gathering momentum, these systems also hold potential for making 

mass transportation greener and more efficient. A real-world example of this 

technology has already been demonstrated in the form of a trackless 

"train" developed by researchers at the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 

Technology (KAIST). The pilot project in Seoul’s Grand Park in Gwacheon City 

involved running an engine and three passenger cars using power supply infra-

structure buried under the ground in sections of a 2.2 km (1.36 mile) long track. 

 

Ditching the driver 

"Follow-the-leader" systems are looking to solve the problem of chaos of 

personal transport where the decisions are made by individual drivers. The core 

of such systems is using a lead vehicle that's wirelessly linked to a series of other 

cars or "carriages" which follow its path autonomously. The system retains the 

flexibility of purely private transport (i.e. vehicles can leave the train so that you 

don't all have to end up at the same destination), the only additional infrastructure 

required is the computers that link the vehicles and the benefits for road safety, 

decreasing congestion and reducing vehicle fuel consumption are obvious. 

 

Orbital Maglev 

Some future transport concepts have loftier goals that just getting us to the 

station on time. While space tourism based on more conventional rocket ships is 

a fast growing infant, there are also plans afoot to use "space trains" to launch 

passengers into orbit. 
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Like the EET discussed above, the Startram system would use a supercon-

ducting, magnetically levitating train capsule in a vacuum tube. The difference 

here is that the final 12 miles (20 km) of the 1,000 mile (1,609 km) long track 

would point upwards, launching the "carriage" into low earth orbit. If that's not 

futuristic enough, the plan sees the skywards pointing launch tube itself being 

held in place by magnetic levitation! 

 

Space Elevator 

Another long standing and noteworthy concept that aims to democratize the 

process of getting off the planet is the space elevator. First theorized over 100 

years ago, the idea of the space elevator is to use a cable tethered to a base station 

to send "climbers" into orbit at a fraction of the cost of rocket-based launch  

systems. 

While there are a variety of designs, the key component of a working space 

elevator would be a thin tether made from lightweight material (carbon nanotubes 

are the prime candidate) that stretches from an anchor point or base station on or 

near the Earth's equator to a point some 60,000 miles (96,560 km) into space. The 

Earth's rotation and a counterweight on the upper end of the cable would keep the 

line taught and climbers (likely powered by solar energy) traveling at fast train 

pace would be sent up this futuristic beanstalk to deliver cargo and people into 

orbit and back. 

 

Exercise 8. Do the following statements agree with the information giv-

en in the reading passage? 

TRUE 

FALSE 

NOT GIVEN 
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1. Public transport systems offer to passengers many advantages like trav-

elling in style and safety, less congestion, less pollution and lower costs for  

starters. 

2. As many as 50 passengers could ride in each pod of a solar-powered 

capsule. 

3. There is no compelling need to replace the already widespread and 

workable conventional railway infrastructure by Superconducting vacuum trains. 

4. The design of Tubular Rails would cause minimal disruption to existing 

infrastructure and the technology is readily available. 

5. The "Follow-the-leader" system destroys the flexibility of purely private 

transport. 

6. While space tourism based on more conventional rocket ships is a fast 

growing infant, there are also plans afoot to use "space trains" to launch passen-

gers into orbit. 

7. Space elevator is successfully functioning in developed countries. 

8. Mass production and performance of trackless "trains" will start in 2025. 

 

Exercise 9. Which of the transport technologies do you think will have 

more benefits in the future? Give reasons and examples. 

 

UNIT 6. The Achievement of Science, Technical Revolution and Our 

Day-to-day Life. 

 

Exercise 1. Decide if the adjectives given below collocate with the ad-

verbs highly, absolutely or extremely. Some of the adjectives can collocate 

with more than one adverb. 

Recommended     disappointing     valued     vital     educated     difficult     

necessary     unusual     skilled     essential     terrible     probable     awful     ad-

dictive     crucial     useless     anxious     overweight     controversial         
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Highly ______________________________________________________ 

Absolutely ___________________________________________________ 

Extremely ____________________________________________________ 

 

Exercise 2. In academic writing sentences with nouns are more common 

than sentences with verbs. For some verbs the noun form is the same as the 

verb, for example, influence. You also can make nouns from verbs by adding 

endings like: -ment, -ion, -ing. Make the nouns from each of the verbs below. 

Which verb does not follow any of these patterns? 

1. improve   improvement                      9. advance  

2. foster                                                10. produce 

3. attract                                               11. ruin 

4. affect                                                12. damage 

5. deteriorate                                        13. achieve 

6. harm                                                 14. enhance 

7. shape                                                15. result 

8. destroy                                             16. Promote 

 

Exercise 3. Work in pairs. The verbs and nouns in exercise 1 can be 

used to describe changes in something. Decide if you would use each verb 

and noun to describe a positive change, a negative change, or a neutral 

change (one that is neither positive nor negative). 

 

Exercise 4. Rewrite sentences 1-9 below so that they contain the verb in 

brackets. Make other necessary changes. 

Example: 

The use of smartphones and i-pads is having a dramatic effect on the way 

we communicate. (affect) 
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The use of smartphones and i-pads is dramatically affecting the way we 

communicate. 

1. Artificial intelligence is having a huge impact on the development of 

technology. (impact) 

2. The company restructuring will lead to a significant improvement in 

profits. (improve)  

3. The demand for fuel is bringing about the destruction of the way of life 

of the inhabitants of rainforests. (destroy) 

4. The conflict resulted in a sharp deterioration in relations between the 

two countries. (deteriorate) 

5. The fire did not do as much harm to the mountainside as people first 

thought. (harm) 

6. Climate change has led to the ruin of many crops. (ruin) whether television 

7. People constantly debate whether television has a positive or negative 

influence on society. (influence) 

8. The affair caused enormous damage to his reputation. (damage) 

9. Many people like Einstein and Newton changed the shape of the world. 

(shape) 

 

Exercise 5. For sentences 1-6 below, complete the blanks using the 

nouns in exercise 1. 

1. The greatest human  _______ment is the invention of the wheel, not the 

computer. 

2. Why is the _______tion of the latest electronic gadgets for consumers? 

3. Advertising companies increase sales through the _______tion of goods 

on TV. 

4. _______ments in technology have gathered pace in recent years as the 

speed of computers has increased. 
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5. Why is the _______ing of new ideas so crucial for developing new 

products? 

6. Some pessimists argue that the human race’s love of technology will 

eventually cause the _______tion of society. 

 

Exercise 6. For each adjective 1-12 below, write the opposite form in the 

correct column of the table. 

 in-/im- un- -less 

1. effective ineffective   

2. harmful    

3. important    

4. convenient    

5. useful    

6. appealing    

7. inspiring    

8. valuable    

9. significant    

10. necessary    

11. practical    

12. worthwhile    

 

Exercise 7. Decide which of the words below are synonyms for the word 

important. 

Crucial     pointless     vital     essential     empty     key     critical 

 

Exercise 8. Decide which of the words below is a synonym for the word 

unimportant. 

Trivial     harmless     worthless     insignificant 
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Exercise 9. For sentences 1-6 below, decide which adjective from exer-

cise 5 can be used to replace the underlined words. Make any necessary 

changes. 

Example: 

Many of the early technologies we take for granted are those that we cannot 

do without.   necessary 

1. Underground transport systems built in the 19th century are still easy to 

use for commuters. 

2. Some ideas from the 1950s were very sensible or easy to use. 

3. Using hydrogen cars to combat global warming is a solution that pro-

duces the desired result. 

4. Instead of being an activity which does no harm, playing computer 

games can cause emotional damage to young people. 

5. The coordination skills learnt when doing practical work like making 

things by hand proved to be extremely useful for young people. 

 

Exercise 10. Read the passage, sum up the idea of the passage mention-

ing the items, which make our life easier now. 

As the years go forward our life becomes faster, a lot of new things appear, our 

mind develops and it cannot stop. It's like a strong river which never ends to run and it 

is rapidly spreading all over the globe. Many centuries ago people even couldn't imag-

ine that we will be able to exchange information using telephone, fax, Internet as long 

as they couldn't think that there are a lot of planets except our Earth and that people 

can fly there. If we think how everything had developed, how many new things had 

appeared and how had the minds of people become so broad we even won't be able to 

understand it because nowadays we cannot imagine our life without such inventions 

like lamps, ovens, central heating and others. During the centuries people have been 

invented the things to make our life easier. A great invention such as transport plays 

one of the most important roles in our life. We live in flats, can appear in different 
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point of earth within a day, can say hello to people who live in another point of the 

world. All those things are a product of technical progress and it doesn't stop to grow 

and develop. Nowadays we live surrounded by machines and other inventions. And 

with new inventions we become happier because nearly everything is making and do-

ing by machine not by ourselves. And from day to day appear more and more new 

things. And we don't think about how the first inventions were created. The only thing 

we know that we never will return to the life which people lived a lot of centuries ago 

because there is no way back. Everything is handy. We use at home vacuum cleaners 

to clean the flat, ovens to cook, lifts to go up and down in our houses, lamps to make 

our flats light…. There are a lot of such things like this, and we even don't think about 

when and where and who invented it. It is taken for granted. And it's so dear to us that 

we cannot even live without it. Our century is a century of developing information 

technologies. Faxes, TV, Internet, and Telephone became the most popular way of 

getting and sending information. One of the greatest inventions of the century is, of 

course, a computer. It's the coup in the technology. When Charles Babbage (1792-

1871), a professor of mathematics at Cambridge University invented the first calculat-

ing machine in 1812 he could hardly have imagined the situation we find ourselves 

today. Computer becomes like a brain of human but the only thing it cannot do is to 

feel. The other things are easy to it. As everything computers also develop. The possi-

bilities of it are so wide. It can do more than 500000 sums in a fraction of a second 

and even more. Programming became one of the most useful and popular professions. 

Nowadays computers can pay wages, reserve seats on planes, control satellites, com-

pose music. Also everybody knows the words Cd Rom, flash card as means of storing 

information to be read by a computer, e-mail, which becomes one of the ways to ex-

change information, the Internet - a network that is a way to get information, to com-

municate with people, to find everything you need. More and more people become 

Internet users because we can do so many things there and also cannot say all of them. 

You can chat there, find job, pay bills, get music, buy something, find information for 
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reports, and know the latest news, exchange information with other people in each 

point of earth by e-mail and a lot of other functions.  

The scientific advances are extremely important to most people living in the 

modern world for a number of reasons. In particular, science is important for 

world peace and understanding, for dealing with technology, and for our under-

standing of the world.  

Science is important for world peace in many ways. On the one hand, scien-

tists have helped to develop many of the modern weapons. On the other hand, 

they have also helped keep the peace through research, which has improved hu-

man life. Scientists have helped us understand the problem of supplying the 

world with enough energy; using energy of the sun and of the atom. Scientists 

have also analyzed the world's resources. Scientists study the Universe and how 

to use its possibilities for the benefit of men.  

Science is also important for everyone who is affected by modern technolo-

gy. Many of the things that make our lives easier and better are results of advanc-

es in technology. In some cases, such as technology of producing salt from ocean 

water, technology may be essential for our lives on the Earth.  

Scientists are learning to predict earthquakes, to study many other natural disas-

ters such as storms, volcano eruptions, floods. Scientists are also studying various as-

pects of human body and the origin and development of the human race. The study of 

the nature may help improve life for many people all over the world.  

Basic knowledge of science is essential for everyone. It helps people to find 

their way in changing of the world. Technical progress won't stop and the ma-

chines will substitute everything except the human. 

 

Exercise 11. Agree or disagree with the ideas. Give your own reasons. 

With new inventions we become much happier. 

Technical progress won't stop and the machines will substitute every-

thing except the human. 
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PART 2. Grammar revision with exercises 

 

UNIT 1. Question form review. Present simple and continuous 

 

Making questions 

1. With most verbs, make direct or Wh- questions with a normal auxiliary 

verb (be, do, have) or modal auxiliary (may, will, shall, etc.). The auxiliary comes 

before the subject. 

Do you know many people here? 

How long has she been using a computer? 

Should you send that email off today? 

2. With a preposition or phrasal verb, the preposition or particle usually 

comes after the verb. 

Where do you come from? 

Where did you grow up? 

3. Who and what can be the subject or the object of the question, with a dif-

ference in word order. 

Who wants to come? (possible answer: Somebody wants to …) 

What did you say? (possible answer: I said something, which is …) 

 

Question tags 

1. If the main verb is positive, the question tag is negative. 

 With the verb be, report the verb in the negative. 

It’s hot, isn’t it? 

 With verbs in the present simple, use don’t/doesn’t. 

You work for Siemens, don’t you? 

 With verbs in the past simple, use didn’t. 

He left early yesterday, didn’t he? 
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 All other tenses that have auxiliaries (continuous tenses, perfect tenses, 

etc.) reuse the first auxiliary in the negative. 

He’s been to China, hasn’t he? 

They would say that, wouldn’t they? 

You will be there, won’t you? 

2. If the main verb is negative, the question tag is positive. 

You haven’t seen my laptop, have you? 

3. If the subject is a word like someone, no one, everybody, anyone, use 

they in the question tag. 

Anyone can use the computer in our office, can’t they? 

Everybody knows that, don’t they? 

 

Exercise 1. Put the words in the right order to make questions.  

1. anyone  / in / coming / is / tomorrow? 

2. how / we / save / much / could? 

3. about / what / you / talking / are? 

4. with / who / you / did / come? 

5. been / have / long / how / working / a project / on / for? 

6. to / send / the / who / you / laboratory / did? 

7. the / to / Max / gone / conference / hasn’t? 

8. help / colleague / for / ask / we / should / our? 

 

Exercise 2. Correct these questions. 

1. Why you didn’t come to me for help? 

2. How much cost a new one? 

3. Don’t work you for Samsung? 

4. What you will do first? 

5. How long you’ve been working for Apple? 

6. Who you did see at the conference? 
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7. What means “This program has performed an illegal operation”? 

8. For what stands UN? 

 

Exercise 3. Add a suitable question tag to the sentences. 

1. You’re from Moscow, …? 

2. You couldn’t give me a lift to the railway station, …? 

3. Your office closes at 6.00, …? 

4. You didn’t see my smartphone, …? 

5. You haven’t seen my flash card, …? 

6. You won’t tell anyone, …? 

7. Nobody’s called, …? 

8. That wasn’t easy, …? 

 

Present simple and continuous 

 

Present simple 

Use the present simple 

1. to talk about routines 

I usually report to my boss in the evening. 

2. to talk about things we think as a permanent 

I work for IBM. 

3. to talk about states 

The Sun rises in the East. 

4. (with future reference) to talk about timetabled events 

The tutorials start at 8.30. 

5. to talk about future time introduced by when, as soon as, after, if, etc. 

When I see our professor tomorrow, I’ll tell you. 
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Common phrases used with the present simple are: as a rule, generally 

(speaking), on the whole, once (a week / in a while), every (year), most of the 

time. 

 

Present continuous 

Use the present continuous: 

1. to talk about the actions happening at the moment of speaking; 

Mr. Kachikava is waiting for you in the meeting room.  

2. to talk about the project that is ongoing and unfinished; 

I am writing a report on the Internet usage, and I should finish in a few days. 

3. to talk about things we think of as temporary; 

I am working in this room while my office is being renovated. 

4. to talk about a gradual change or development; 

Because of global warming, sea levels are rising slowly. 

5. (with future reference) to talk about an appointment or arrangement; 

I am seeing Mrs. Lee next Monday. 

Common phrases used with the present continuous are: currently, for the 

moment, at the moment, for the time being, tomorrow (evening), right now. 

 

Stative verbs 

Verbs that describe states rather than actions are normally used in the simple 

form, i.e. verbs of thinking (e.g. know, agree), verbs of appearance (look, seem), 

feeling (e.g. prefer, want), possession (e.g. own, belong), the senses (e.g. taste, 

sound). Some stative verbs can sometimes be used in the continuous form, but 

with a change in meaning. 

Simple: I see the Kremlin on my way to work. 

Continuous: I am seeing the IT manager on Tuesday. (= I am meeting the IT 

manager). 
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Exercise 1. Complete these sentences with the present simple or present 

continuous form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. A programmer is someone who … (create) and … (develop) software. 

2. The M40 … (go) from London to Birmingham. 

3. What time … (the last flight to Moscow / leave)? 

4. Because of blackout, it … (take) me much longer to start my computer. 

5. I’m afraid our system engineer is out at the moment. He … (have) lunch. 

6. I can give our scientific supervisor your article. I … (see) him tomorrow 

afternoon. 

7. Tell my colleagues I’ll get in touch when I … (get back) next week. 

8. We … (develop) a new anti-virus program, and hope to start trials in a 

couple of months. 

 

Exercise 2. Write an appropriate question for these answers, using the 

stative verbs from the list. 

belong   taste   look   own   prefer   sound 

1. Q: Does the machine sound OK to you? 

A: I think so – I can’t hear anything wrong with it. 

2. Q: _____________________________________ 

A: She is about 170 cm tall, with blond hair and blue eyes. 

3. Q: _____________________________________ 

A: Detective stories – I don’t like science fiction at all. 

4. Q: _____________________________________ 

A: It’s delicious. 

5. Q: _____________________________________ 

A: It’s mine. 

6. Q: _____________________________________ 

A: No, I rent it. 
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Exercise 3. Choose the correct answer from the words in italics. 

1. As a rule, I catch / ‘m catching the 8 a.m. bus. 

2. Right now I design / ‘m designing a new company website. 

3. I stay / ‘m staying with my cousin for the time being. 

4. On the whole I complete / ‘m completing most tasks quite quickly. 

5. I generally check / ‘m checking my emails twice a day. 

 

UNIT 2. Present perfect and past simple. Present perfect, simple and 

continuous 

 

Present perfect 

Use the present perfect: 

1. to link the present situation with something that took place at an unspec-

ified time in the past; 

Boris has sent emails to all his friends. 

The present situation is that all the friends have emails. The past event is 

that Boris sent emails (we don’t know when). 

2. with yet and already to talk about tasks expected to be done or which are 

done earlier than expected; 

A) Have you finished that report yet? 

B) Yes. And I’ve already done most of the next one as well. 

3. with just to talk about things that have happened very recently; 

I’ve just seen my colleague in the cafeteria. 

4. with unfinished time periods: since, so far this week, up to now, recently, 

this month, today; 

You’ve been late three times this month – please be on time for the rest of 

the term. 
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Past simple 

Use the past simple: 

1. when referring to (or thinking of) a finished time period like yesterday, 

last week, at 12.00, on 25 October, at Easter, in 2010, etc.; 

I went to scientific conference last week. 

2. for questions with When? What time? How long ago? etc. because the 

expected answer is a finished time period; 

A: When did you see our system engineer? (Not: When have you seen our 

system engineer?) 

B: I saw him yesterday. 

3. With many present time expressions usually used with the present per-

fect, like this week, today, just, if they refer to a time period that is about to finish 

or has just finished; 

We’ve made a lot of progress this week. (said on Wednesday – the time pe-

riod is still in progress). 

We made a lot of progress this week. (said on Friday afternoon – the time 

period that is about to finish). 

 

Exercise 1. Complete these dialogues with the past simple or present 

perfect form of the verbs in brackets. 

A: I need to ask Michael if he … (decide) to set up the research team. 

B: Don’t worry. I … (already / speak) to him about it. 

A: Really? When … (you / see) him? 

B: I … (call) him first thing today. 

A: What … (he / say)? 

B: He … (not / make) up his mind yet. He needs some documents from the 

research laboratory, and they still … (not / arrive). 

A: … (you / finalize) all the arrangements in Ministry yet? 

B: I am dealing with it now. I … (fix) a date to go to Moscow – the 20th. 
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A: What about our Director? I think he needs to be there. 

B: That’s fine. I … (speak) to deputy director a couple of days ago, and the 

20th is fine for him too. 

A: … (you / arrange) the visit to the warehouse yet? 

B: Yes, I … (just / organize) that – for the afternoon. 

A: What about dinner that evening? 

B: I … (book) a table yesterday. I hope that’s OK. 

A: Fine. That all sounds great. You … (be) very efficient. 

 

Exercise 2. Match sentences 1-6 to contexts a-f. 

1. Has our research plan been successful? 

2. Was our research plan successful? 

3. Have you spoken to the scientific supervisor this week? 

4. Did you speak to the scientific supervisor this week? 

5. I’ve just cancelled our business trip. 

6. I just cancelled our business trip. 

 

a) The results of discussion with our scientific supervisor were positive. 

b) I only cancelled the trip. I didn’t book the tickets again. 

c) They are discussing our research plan now. 

d) I am expecting to speak to him some time this week. It is 5.00 on Friday. 

I am about to leave the laboratory. 

e) I was expecting to speak to him this week. It is 5.00 on Friday. I am about 

to leave the laboratory. 

f) I cancelled our business trip a couple of minutes ago. 
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Present perfect, simple and continuous 

 

Talking about duration 

1. Use the present perfect continuous with How long …?, for and since to 

talk about continuous activities or repeated actions that started in the past and are 

still going on now. 

How long have you been learning English? 

I’ve been learning for 3 years / since I enrolled the university. 

2. Use for to talk about amounts of time (for three weeks, for four months). 

Use since to talk about points in time (since 9.30, since Wednesday, since the be-

ginning of June). 

3. When talking about the state, use the present perfect simple, because sta-

tive verbs are not used in the continuous form. 

How long have you known Max? 

I’ve known him for 10 years. 

 

Unfinished time periods 

1. Use the present perfect continuous or simple with unfinished time peri-

ods like recently, all day, this week. 

I’ve been trying to call you all day. 

We’ve had several trials so far this week. 

2. Use the present perfect continuous when talking about activities that are 

temporary or unfinished. 

Temporary activity: I’ve been staying with my friend this week. (I usually 

live with my parents.) 

Unfinished activity: I’ve been talking to the head of laboratory this week. 

(The discussion is continuing.) 

3. Use the present perfect simple for stative verbs. 
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My scientific supervisor has been away for a conference this week. (It’s 

Wednesday and he is still not back.) 

4. Use the present perfect simple when talking about completed actions and 

to give details of quantities. 

I’ve seen my scientific supervisor twice this month. (Those two occasions 

are in the past.) 

 

No time periods 

When no time period at all is mentioned, the difference between the present 

perfect simple and continuous depends on whether the action is finished (and we 

stress the result) or unfinished (and we stress the action). 

The scientific supervisor has read your report. (He’s finished it.) 

The scientific supervisor has been reading your report. (He hasn’t finished 

it and the activity is continuing.) 

BUT the present perfect continuous can be used to talk about recent activi-

ties that are finished if there is some evidence of the recent activity. 

It’s stopped now, but it’s been raining and the roads are still slippery. 

 

Exercise 1. Complete these sentences with the present perfect simple or 

present perfect continuous form of the verbs in brackets. 

1.  I can certainly recommend student Golikov to you – I … (know) him 

for 5 years and he is able to conduct scientific work. 

2. The head of the department is in Moscow – he … (stay) there for the 

last week. 

3. Someone … (use) our printer – feel how hot it is – and half the paper  

has gone. 

4. We … (negotiate) the new project since January, but we still can’t agree. 

5. I … (read) the report, but I haven’t got to the final conclusions yet. 

6. I … (go swimming) for two or three years now – I go most weekends. 
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7. So far we … (have) over 100 trials and all of them … (fail). So we’ve 

definitely got a problem. 

8. I’m sorry for the delay - … (you / wait) long? 

9. I … (try) to get in touch with my scientific supervisor for days but he is 

always busy. 

10.  It … (snow) for days and days – when it is ever going to stop? 

 

Exercise 2. Match 1-10 to the most suitable context in a-j. 

1. I’ve been writing the report. – 

2. I’ve talked to the Head of laboratory. – 

3. What have you done? – 

4. The weather is getting better. – 

5. I’ve written the report. – 

6. My colleague has been swimming. – 

7. I’ve been talking to the Head of the department. – 

8. The weather has got better. – 

9. My colleague’s gone swimming. – 

10. What have you been doing? – 

 

a) I’m asking about your work in general since we last met. 

b) I have finished my discussion with my colleague. 

c) It’s summer now and it’s warm every day. 

d) The report is not finished. 

e) it’s warmer than it was, but it’s not warm every day. 

f) I am still in discussion with my colleague. 

g) I’m asking what tasks you’ve completed on your ‘to do’ list. 

h)He is an expert swimmer. Ask him about some swimming styles. 

i) The report is finished. Here it is. 

j) He is on holiday at the moment. 
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Present, past and future ability 

Use can or (be) able to to talk about ability. Can has only two forms: can 

(present) and could (past). Use be able to when an infinitive is needed. 

 

Present ability 

1. Use can to talk about general or present ability. 

I can speak English, but I can’t speak Spanish very well. 

Could you speak up, please – I can’t hear you. 

2. Is / are able to is possible instead of can but can is more common. 

Are you able to hear me at the back of the room? 

 

Past ability 

1. Use could to talk about general ability in the past and with verbs of per-

ception (feel, see, hear, taste, etc.) 

My daughter could speak three languages when she was six. 

I could see that he was disappointed. 

2. For a single specific action in the past (as opposed to general ability), to 

mean ‘tried and succeeded’, use was able to. 

I was able to run fast enough to catch the train. 

I could swim fast when I was young. 

However, if the specific action is negative, use couldn’t or wasn’t able to. 

I repeated my trials again and again, but I couldn’t / wasn’t able to under-

stand my mistake. 

3. To talk about a specific action in the past, especially when we succeeded 

in doing something difficult after trying hard, use managed to. It can be used in 

the positive or negative situation.  

My laboratory trials failed first, but I managed to improve the results and I 

succeeded. 
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4. To refer to past ability with a connection to the present, use the present 

perfect form of be able to. 

I have always been able to repeat my experiment. 

 

Future ability 

Since can has no infinitive form, use be able to to talk about future ability 

1. after will and going to 

Perhaps your colleague will be able to help you. 

I’m afraid I’m not going to be able to do anything for you. 

2. after modals 

I may / might be able to help you. 

3. after verbs like would like to and want to. 

I would like to be able to help you. 

 

Exercise 1. Complete these sentences with a correct form of can or be 

able to. Sometimes more than one answer is possible. 

1. Do you think … go to the conference next week? 

2. We may … offer you our help. 

3. So far I … (not) contact him, but I’ll keep trying. 

4. As far as I … see, you have a valid result. 

5. Do you know if our Head of the department … speak English? 

6. Do you think you are going to … finish your experiment on time, or will 

you need a few more days? 

7. I’m afraid I … (not) come to the meeting next week. 

8. We’ll need an interpreter at the conference because nobody … speak 

Chinese. 

9. … (she) finish that report yet? 

10.  I … understand your worries, but I believe we should take the risk. 
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Exercise 2. Choose the correct answer from the words in italics. 

1. A) Did the hotel have a good sea view? 

B) Yes, I could / was able to see Amursky Bay from my room. 

2. A)When I got to the laboratory, the door was locked. 

B) How could you / did you manage to get in? 

3. A) So what happened when you missed the plane? 

В) Fortunately, I could / was able to take another flight. 

4. A) Were you late for the meeting? 

B) No. Luckily I could / was able to catch a taxi. 

5. A) If the safe was locked, how could you / were you able to get the doc-

uments out? 

B) One of the colleagues had a spare key. 

6. A) What did you think when you heard Morozov had been promoted? 

B) Well, at first I couldn’t / wasn’t able to believe it. 

7. A) Did you improve your project? 

B) Yes, I could / managed to obtain more data. 

8. A) Could you / Were you able to contact our supervisor? 

B) No, but I’ll call again later. 

 

UNIT 3. First and second conditionals 

 

First conditional 

First conditional sentences consist of two parts. In the if clause, we talk 

about a present or future situation that is quite likely to happen; in the other 

clause, we talk about the result. 

Likely situation Result 

If + present tense will + infinitive 

If you don’t give up you’ll succeed in your investigation. 

If I am not promoted I’ll leave this position. 
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Variations  

1. Use the present continuous or present perfect in the if clause. 

If somebody is waiting for you, I’ll let you know. 

If he hasn’t emailed them, I’ll call instead. 

2. Use other modals in the result clause. 

If we hurry, we may / might / could / should finish the trials on time. 

 

Second conditional 

Second conditional sentences have two parts. In the if clause, we talk about 

an imaginary present or future situation that is not likely; in the other clause, we 

talk about the result. 

Imaginary situation Result 

If + past tense would + infinitive 

If we accepted our partners’ help, We would succeed in our trials. 

 

Variations  

1. Use the past continuous in the if clause. 

If you were applying for a job, what would you put on your CV? 

2. Use could or might in the result clause. 

If we got a bit more help, we could / might finish the project on time. 

 

Linking words 

1. A number of expressions mean ‘if and only if’, and emphasize the condi-

tion: provided (that), providing, as long as and on the condition that. 

I’ll help you today providing you replace me in the laboratory tomorrow. 

2. Supposing means ‘just imagine’, so it is normally used with second con-

ditionals. 

Supposing you could fly to the Moon, would you take such offer? 
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3. Unless is similar in meaning to ‘if not’. 

I’ll be home by Tuesday unless my business trip is prolonged. 

4. Use in case to talk about action taken to avoid something happening. 

I’ll take a spare battery in case the main one runs out. 

 

Exercise 1. Use the best answer from the words in italics. 

1. Anton is interested in moving to your research team. But if he comes/ 

came to you, I will / would need to find a replacement here as soon as possible. 

2. We can easily fulfil our scientific supervisor’s tasks. However, if you 

want / wanted to have a break, say, that you will / would have it right now. 

3. I think you’re being very rash. If I am / were you, I will / would recon-

sider your decision. 

4. I will / would agree on the delay of the trials now if I have / had the au-

thority, but I have to check with the Head of laboratory first. 

5. Can you leave this with me until tomorrow? I believe I will / would be 

able to work something out if you give / gave me more time. 

6. I will / would apply for the job of system engineer if I have / had special 

qualification. 

7. I can’t let you have time off. If I make / made an exception for you, eve-

rybody else will / would expect the same. 

8. If you want / wanted to finish you report right now, we will / would 

leave you and come back in 30 minutes. 

 

Exercise 2. Which of the situations in exercise 1 are 

1. likely to happen? 

2. not likely to happen? 

 

Exercise 3. Complete the sentences with the linking words given below. 

If     unless     provided     as long     in case  
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1. I’m organizing more insurance … I get in car accident. 

2. I’m very busy, so please don’t disturb me … it’s an emergency. 

3. … the experiments don’t start failing, we’ll reach our targets this year. 

4. I should be able to get there by 9.30, but I’ll let you know … there is a 

problem. 

5. … as we get the funding, we can go ahead with the project in March. 

 

Exercise 4. Using first or second conditionals complete the sentences 

with your own ideas. 

1. If I ever had the chance, … 

2. I wouldn’t take time off work unless … 

3. If it’s a nice weekend, I believe … 

4. If you haven’t come in the next five minutes, … 

 

Talking about the future 

 

Will 

Use will + infinitive 

1. to make predictions or talk about future facts 

It looks as if our research work will slow down next year. 

2. to make decisions at the moment of speaking 

A   I’m sorry – I am really busy at the moment. 

B   Don’t worry – I’ll call back later. 

For decisions made earlier, when you mean ‘I’ve decided to’, use going to, 

not will. 

I should be back in an hour. I am going to get some tools from the ware-

house. (Not I will get …) 
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Be going to 

Use be going to + infinitive: 

1. to talk about a plan or intention where the decision has already been made; 

A) I’ve asked the Head of laboratory to meet with us. 

B) I see. What are you going to say to him? 

2. to make a very definite prediction based on evidence that you can see or 

know about; 

My supervisor likes everybody to come on time, so he’s going to be annoyed 

when I arrive late. 

Often either will or going to can be used to make predictions 

When oil prices go down, the government will / is going to start spending 

less on fundamental scientific research. 

 

Present continuous 

Use the present continuous to talk about arrangements, appointments, social 

events and anything you would put in a diary, particularly when the time, place or 

purpose is mentioned. 

I’m seeing our supervisor in the university to discuss the project. 

Going to can almost always be used in such situations, but use of the present 

continuous is very common in everyday spoken English. 

 

Present simple 

Use the present simple to refer to future events that are in a timetable. 

Do you know when the last lecture takes place? 

The verb be is often used in the present simple when talking about personal 

schedules. 

I’m in Moscow on Friday and I’m away for a couple of days next week  

as well. 
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Exercise 1. Read the situations and the responses. Cross through the 

one opinion in italics that is incorrect. 

1. You come to the laboratory to see either Professor Peters or Professor 

Ivanov. The technician tells you that Prof. Peters is away for the day.  Response: 

That’s OK. I’ll see / I see Prof. Ivanov. 

2. A colleague asks you if you are free this afternoon. You have an ar-

rangement to take your friend to the airport. Response: No, I’m taking / I’ll take / 

I’m going to take my friend to the airport. 

3. A colleague asks you if you have any plans for the weekend. Response: 

Yes, I’m meeting / I’ll meet / I’m going to meet my girlfriend for a meal this 

evening. 

4. A friend asks you what the future holds for oil prices. Response: Most 

people seem to think they’re falling / they’re going to fall / they’ll fall next year. 

5. A colleague wants to arrange a meeting for Tuesday. Response: Sorry, 

that’s not good – I’m / I’m being / I’ll be in Moscow on Tuesday. 

6. A colleague tells you that she can’t give you a car pool home as original-

ly planned and she apologizes.  Response: Don’t worry – I’ll get / I’m going to 

get a taxi. 

 

Exercise 2. Complete these dialogues with the best form of the verbs in 

brackets. Sometimes more than one answer is possible. 

A) Where are you going? 

B) I …(pick up) the new scientific journal from my supervisor today. 

A) Do you think Max … (be) there? 

B) Yes, I … (see) him after my supervisor. Why? 

A) I’ve got a new price list for equipment for him. 

B) OK. I … (take) it with me if you like. I … (make sure) he gets it. 

A) Have you decided on your holiday yet? 

B) Yes – we … (go back) to Thailand. I booked everything a few weeks ago. 
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A) … (you / stay) in the same place? 

B) Yes, but we … (not fly by charter jet) this time. 

A) How … (you / get) there? 

B) Direct flight to Seoul and then connection to Bangkok. The plane to 

Seoul … (depart) at 10 a.m. The whole journey … (only / take) 12 hours., and it 

is great we … (have) a car for rent when we are there. 

 

UNIT 4. Narrative tenses – past continuous, past simple and past perfect. –ing 

form and infinitive. 

 

Past continuous 

1. The past continuous (was doing, were doing) is often used to set the sce-

ne and give background information at the beginning of a narrative. 

When I got to the education fair, it was still early. Some of the exhibitors 

were setting up their stands and others were unpacking their publicity materials. 

BUT the past continuous is not used with stative verbs or when describing 

permanent features. 

The stand of our university looked very professional and it was ideally 

placed because it was on the aisle just at the entrance. 

2. The past continuous is also used for an action in progress that is inter-

rupted by another shorter action. (Use the past simple for the action that inter-

rupts.) 

I was unpacking one of the boxes for our stand when my friend came. 

 

Past simple 

The past simple (did) is used for the main actions and events in a story that 

happen one after the other. 
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He said I was wanted back at the laboratory immediately and ended the 

call. I tried to call back, but there was no reply. In the end, I packed everything 

up, locked it away and left the room. 

Past perfect 

The past perfect (had done) is used when we are already talking about the 

past and want to refer to an earlier action, event or state. 

When I got to the laboratory, I realized I’d left my papers in the office. 

 

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences with the past continuous, past sim-

ple or past perfect form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. I … (not recognize) him because he … (change) so much. 

2. While I … (wait) for my supervisor, I quickly … (call) to my colleague 

to ask him to come too. 

3. On my way to work this morning, the sky … (be) grey and it … (rain) 

lightly. 

4. I first … (meet) Max while I … (study) at the university. 

5. When I … (get) to the check out, I realized that I … (leave) my security 

pass in the lecture hall. 

6. When they … (arrive) back from their business trip, they were surprised 

to find out that we … (finish) the project. 

7. I … (jump) up, (run) across the laboratory and quickly … (smash) the 

glass to set off the fire alarm. 

8. I … (notice) a couple of small mistakes while I … (read) your project 

proposal. 

 

Exercise 2. Complete this story with the past continuous, the past simple 

or past perfect form of the verb in bracket. 

A few years ago, while I … (do) a training course at the university, I … (go) 

with some friends to taiga nature reserve – with lots of wild animals. We … (ar-
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rive) at lunchtime, and I … (decide) to explore the taiga. I … (walk) along a path 

when I … (see) a young bear sitting in front of me. I … (stop) because I …  (nev-

er / come) across wild bear before, and I … (not / know) what to do. Suddenly, 

the bear … (jump) and … (come) toward me very aggressively. I … (turn) and … 

(run) as fast as I could, shouting loudly as I got to the river. When my friends … 

(look) up, I … (race) towards the water and the young bear … (chase) after me. I 

finally … (reach) the safety of the river and … (dive) in. When I … (look) round, 

I … (be) pleased to see that the animal … (disappear) but my friends … (laugh) 

uncontrollably. 

 

-ing form and infinitive 

 

-ing form 

1. A number of words are followed by the –ing form. Many of these verbs 

are connected with likes and dislikes. Common examples are like, dislike, enjoy, 

love, hate, can’t stand, look forward to, avoid, miss and others such as consider, 

delay, deny, finish, involve, mean, risk, suggest. 

I really enjoyed seeing you again. 

2. A number of expressions are followed by the –ing form. Common exam-

ples are it’s not worth, there is no point, it’s no use. 

It’s no use complaining – you’ll never be in our team again. 

3. When a verb follows the preposition it is connected with, it always takes 

the –ing form. 

I’m keen on travelling, but I’d be worried about taking a long period of time. 

 

Infinitive 

1. A number of verbs are followed by the infinitive. Many of these verbs 

are connected with making plans and decisions. Common examples are agree, 
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arrange, decide, expect, hope, manage, offer, plan, prepare, promise, refuse and 

others such as afford, deserve, fail, learn, seem, want, would like. 

We arranged to meet the following week. 

 

2. The pattern ‘subject (or It) + be + adjective + infinitive’ is often used. 

Chinese is hard to learn. / it’s hard to learn Chinese. 

3. The infinitive can be used to express purpose. 

A) Why are you taking a holiday? 

B) To go to my home town. 

A proposition (like for) to express purpose isn’t needed. The infinitive alone 

is enough. 

I called my colleagues to arrange a meeting. 

 

Exercise 1. Match 1-8 to a-h 

1. I stopped to have a coffee … - 

2. I stopped having coffee …- 

3. I regret to say …- 

4. I regret saying … - 

5. I don’t remember signing this paper … - 

6. I didn’t remember to sign this paper … - 

7. I’ll never forget sending you a birthday card …- 

8. I’ll never forget to send you a birthday card … - 

 

a) because my computer is programmed to send me a reminder. 

b) because I didn’t want to fall asleep at the wheel. 

c) because I couldn’t sleep if I drank it last thing at night. 

d) because I was stuck in the post office for three hours. 

e) but I must have done, because my supervisor didn’t give them back. 

f) and that’s why my supervisor gave them back. 
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g) that your application for Project Engineer hasn’t been successful. 

h) I’d apply for Project Engineer. 

 

Exercise 2. Put the infinitives or –ing forms of the verbs in brackets. 

1. When I’m tired, I enjoy ... to music. It’s relaxing. (listen)  

2. It was a nice day, so we decided ... for a walk. (go) 

3. Our boss is 65 but he isn’t going to retire yet. He wants to carry on ....  

(work) 

4. Take time! I don’t mind ... (wait)  

5. They don’t have much money. They can’t afford ... out very often. (go)  

6. She tried to avoid ... my question. (answer) 

7. My friend gave up ... to find a job in this country and decided to go 

abroad. (try) 

8. I considered ... for the job but in the end I decided against it. (apply) 

9. My parents always encouraged me ... hard at school. (study) 

10. I’m still looking for a job but I hope ... something soon. (find) 

 

UNIT 5. Countability / expressing quantity. The passive 

 

Countability  

 

Countable nouns 

A countable noun (e.g. desk, book) can be singular or plural. 

a desk, two books 

Single countable nouns have a singular verb. 

My office is in the center of the city. 

Plural countable nouns have a plural verb. 

My colleagues are unhappy about the new project proposal. 

Some nouns are always plural (clothes, trousers). 
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These trousers go with your jumper. 

 

Uncountable nouns 

An uncountable noun (e.g. information, equipment) has a singular verb and 

has no plural form. 

This equipment is very sophisticated. 

 

Countable and uncountable nouns 

Some nouns can be both countable and uncountable, but there is a change in 

meaning. 

juice – the drink 

two juices – two glasses of juice 

time – minutes or hours passing 

three times – three occasions 

Additional words can also be used to refer to parts of a whole. 

a piece of information, an item of equipment 

 

Expressing quantity 

1. To talk about something in general, use 

 a plural countable noun and no quantifier 

Computers are getting cheaper all the time. 

 or an uncountable noun and no quantifier 

Oxygen is more important for living creatures than methane. 

2. When talking about quantities, use the following quantifiers with these 

classes of nouns. 

Singular, countable: a, an, the, one (You must have a quantifier of some 

kind). 

Plural, countable: how many, (too) many, (not) many, more / fewer, (a) few, 

very few and numbers (1, 2, 3 …) 
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Uncountable: how much, (too, not) much, more / less, (a) little, very little 

Uncountable or plural countable nouns: lots of, plenty of, masses of, most, 

most of the, some, some of the, all of the, all my, (not) enough, hardly any, (not) 

any, no, none of the 

 

Exercise 1. Complete the table with pairs of countable and uncountable 

nouns that match together. 

traffic       correspondence       training       furniture      hotel room      

equipment       car       letter      money      accommodation      software       time       

table       photocopier       lesson       week       computer program       euro 

countable uncountable countable uncountable 

car traffic   

    

    

    

 

Exercise 2. Choose the correct answer from the verb forms in italics. 

1. The equipment you need for the presentation is/ are in our office room. 

2. The people I met at the conference was / were very friendly. 

3. The data statistics don’t / doesn’t show a change in substance condition. 

4. Could you turn on the TV? The news is / are going to be on soon. 

5. Progress  has / have been slow recently. 

6. My clothes isn’t / aren’t smart enough for the conference. 

7. When I was in Vladivostok, the weather was / were changeable. 

8. The new software is / are being developed in-house. 

 

Exercise 3. Choose the correct answer from the words in italics. 

1. I need many / much time to make a decision. 

2. He’s managed to get a / some job with an engineering company. 

3. There is very little / are very few information about this website. 
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4. I had too much / too many emails to reply to before the end of the day. 

5. I think there are very little / very few people who understand the theory 

in full scale. 

6. I’m sure we can find you a / some suitable accommodation. 

7. Let me give you a little / a few advice about the conducting this experiment. 

8. Would you like scientific paper / a scientific paper for your project pro-

posal? 

  

The passive 

 

Passive forms 

1. Verbs in sentences can either be active or passive. To make the passive, 

use the verb be in the appropriate tense and a past participle. 

Tense  Active  Passive  

Present simple We do this job. The job is done. 

Present continuous We are doing the job. The job is being done. 

Past simple We did the job. The job was done. 

Past continuous We were doing the job. The job was being done. 

Present perfect We have done the job. The job has been done. 

Past perfect We had done the job. The job had been done. 

Modal  We must do the job. The job must be done. 

Infinitive  We need to do the job. The job needs to be done. 

-ing form We object to someone doing 

the job. 

We object to the job being 

done. 

 

Use 

1. To change the focus of the sentence from who does something to what 

happens to something. 

My assistant has prepared reactants for the experiment. (The focus is on my 

assistant, the subject of the active sentence.) 
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The reactants have been prepared for the experiment. (The focus is on the 

reactants and what has happened to them.) 

2. To describe processes or how something is done. 

When the apples have been picked, they are taken to the factory. 

3. When the person who does the action is important or unknown or we 

want to avoid saying who is responsible. 

My assistant has lost the plan of investigation.  

The plan of investigation has been lost. 

Use by to say who does the action following a passive verb. 

The decision has been made by the Head of Laboratory. 

4. To talk about reputation and with phrases like is said to be, is believed to 

be. These phrases are often used in news reports and make the information more 

impersonal. 

Crimea is said to be warm and sunny.  

The President is believed to be in talks with … 

 

Exercise 1. Change the phrases in italics from active to passive. 

1. Somebody has lost all my important files. 

2. When I returned from holiday, I found that somebody changed infor-

mation in my files. 

3. My colleague Max is expecting somebody to promote him. 

4. I don’t like people telling me what to do. 

5. Somebody must have hacked into our computer system. 

6. I feel somebody is not telling us the whole truth. 

7. They are sending me to Japan for three months. 

8. When I finally arrived at the conference, someone was putting away the 

chairs. 

9. Somebody unveiled Microsoft’s latest operating system last month. 
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10.  After the Winter Olympic Games, will they employ the Olympic Village 

for housing? 

 

Exercise 2. Complete the passage with the active or passive form of the 

verbs in brackets. Use these tenses. 

Paragraph A: present simple          Paragraph B: past simple 

Paragraph C: present perfect          Paragraph D: will future 

A) A report today … (accuse) leading stories of exploiting workers in Chi-

na: ‘Workers in factories there … (pay) low wages: the employers … (not / rec-

ognize) union and workers … (often / force) to work seven days a week’. 

B) The author of the report … (visit) several factories: ‘On one occasion, the 

owner … (tell) in advance of our visit. That time, there … (be) 30 workers and 

they… (give) regular breaks. When we … (make) a surprise visit the next day, 

the same room … (pack) with over 100 workers’. 

C) A spokesperson for one of the stories said: ‘We … (have) factories in 

China for years and are proud of the improvements in working conditions that … 

(make). The factories … (always / produce) high-quality goods and customers in 

Europe … (benefit) from low prices’. 

D) The report says: ‘We expect the issue … (rise) in the boardrooms over 

the next few weeks, and we … (get) lots of promises. But we need more than this 

– so we … (keep up) the pressure. We hope that something … (finally / do)’. 

 

UNIT 6. Future continuous, future perfect and probability 

 

Future continuous 

Use the future continuous (will be + -ing) to talk about 

1. activities that will be in progress (and unfinished) at a certain time in the 

future 

I can’t see you at 10.00 on Friday because I’ll be working on my report. 
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2. repeated or continuous activities over a period of time, often with the 

prepositions for and until. 

I’ll be meeting my scientific supervisor regularly until the project is fin-

ished. (repeated many times in the future) 

I’ll be living in Tokyo for 3 months. 

(continuous over a period of time) 

3. activities that are part of a future programme 

Welcome to the course. Over the next few weeks, we’ll be looking at meth-

ods for making our lessons more effective, and we’ll be discussing the ways of 

reaching audience. 

 

Future perfect 

1. Use the future perfect (will have + past participle) to talk about an action 

that will be completed before a point of time in the future. 

A) Where are you with the project? 

B) It’s going well. I’ll definitely have finished it by Saturday. 

2. The prepositions by and before are normally used with the future perfect. 

The negative future perfect+ until is also common. 

He won’t have finished the project until Friday. 

 

Probability  

1. Use may and might to suggest some uncertainty. 

I may come to the conference. Then again, I might not. It depends on if I’m 

ready with the series of experiments. 

2. Adverbs like probably and definitely give a clear indication of how 

probable we think something is. 

Public transport of the future will definitely be safer and more comfortable 

(certain). 
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Commercial flights to the Moon will probably come true in the nearest fu-

ture (very likely). 

In positive sentences, the adverb usually comes after will (It will definitely 

be safer.). In negative sentences, it usually comes before won’t (It probably won’t 

be more comfortable). 

3. Adjective structures like is certain to, is sure to, is bound to, is (quite) 

likely to, is (highly) unlikely to+ infinitive can also be used to indicate degrees of 

probability. 

We won’t wait for our colleague Victor. He is bound to be late (very sure). 

I believe our application is unlikely to be successful (unsure). 

 

Exercise 1. Complete the following passages with the future continuous 

or future perfect form of the verbs in brackets. 

A) We’re starting our series of consultations today, and over the next 

few weeks, we …(talk) to you individually about the alloys react on changes 

in composition. We … (finish) our research by the end of May. During the 

first two weeks in June, we … (analyze) the findings. We … (make) a report 

on the main conclusions by July at the latest. During the consultation period, 

we … (also / organize) some meetings to debate the issues, and our research-

ers … (provide) a range of presentations on the core topics. 

B) It’s provided very difficult to arrange a meeting with Professor Niku-

lin next week. You can’t do Thursday because you … (not / agree) the dead-

line with the Head of Laboratory by then – you need this for your meeting 

with Prof. Nikulin. He can’t do Friday because he … (attend) the conference. 

Monday’s not good because you … (visit) that education fair in Harbin. 

Tuesday’s out because you … (not / come back) from Harbin by 2.00 p.m. – 

the only time he’s free. 
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Exercise 2. Rewrite the sentences using the words in brackets. 

1. Our supervisor will definitely be unhappy about these project proposals 

(bound). Our supervisor is bound to be unhappy about these project proposals. 

2. If this process goes ahead, there are bound to be some material losses. 

(definitely). 

3. I believe there’s a chance I’ll be offered promotion (might) . 

4. They may very well cancel the series of experiments (quite likely). 

5. There will almost certainly be some changes in the final blueprint  

(certain). 

6. There is a chance we will face some difficulties in conducting this ex-

periment (may). 

7. To be honest, we’re unlikely to start this study (probably). 

8. Construction Bureau probably won’t accept these terms (unlikely). 
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APPENDIX 1. PASSAGES FOR RENDERING 

 

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF TECHNOLOGY 

 

Natural resources are the building blocks on which modern society depends. 

Knowledge of their physical nature and origins, and the web they weave between 

all aspects of human society and the physical earth can lay the foundation for a 

sustainable society. We agree with the above statement because natural resources 

are important, as human beings would not exist without them. We use natural re-

sources in everything we do. Therefore we should use our resources with minimal 

wastage and even ensure we dispose of the waste products in an environment 

friendly manner and whenever possible, we should recycle. A natural resource is 

any form of material organic or inorganic obtainable from the earth’s physical 

environment to satisfy human needs. Before using any such material however, 

technology, economic implications, cultural beliefs and possible environmental 

effects of obtaining and using it have to be considered. Thus, a material thing can 

be considered as a resource only if the technology for obtaining and utilizing it is 

both available and acceptable economically and culturally. If natural resources 

are not explored wisely, even if they are abundant, they will soon be depleted, 

leading to serious degradation of the earth’s physical environment, such degrada-

tion is already producing; soil erosion, the greenhouse effect and depletion of the 

ozone layer. Understanding the environment and its impact on life will help you 

make positive influences to its conservation and use. If we preserve the environ-

ment then future generations may also get to enjoy the flora and fauna that we do 

today. Mineral extraction companies and other firms involved with the exploita-

tion of the earth’s resources should think about the impact their activities and take 

measures to counter the negative impacts before they have a major effect. Group 

work question number five: «There are spiritual dangers of not owning farm .One 

is the danger of supposing that breakfast comes from the grocery and the other 



70 

that heat comes from the fireplace». A farm is a tract of land set aside for agricul-

tural purposes. These may include keeping and rearing of livestock and the culti-

vating of the land for crop production. In today’s societies where there is a com-

plex division of labor, very few people depend on working or owning farm or 

their direct survival. Overall development in the areas of manufacturing, new 

technologies and techniques of production has enabled the majority of the people 

in the modern societies to live in cities and concentrate on economic activities 

other than farming. In other words increase in food production led to an increase 

in population subsequently encouraged specialization of labor, brought new in-

novations and so rapid development of societies from a society of farmers to the 

society in which owning a farm is not vital for one’s immediate survival. With 

this in mind owning a farm is still desirable and advantageous in the modern day 

society. Not only economically, that is to grow food or keeping of livestock for 

the profit making purposes, but also in the long-term sustainability of environ-

ment in which we depend on for our survival. Crop growing serves several eco-

nomically beneficial services to man and the environment around him. The exist-

ence of crop cover prevents soil erosion which is known worldwide as a devastat-

ing force. The consideration that heat comes from the fire place is divesting to 

Kenya’s already marginal forest cover. This fact is supported by the United Na-

tions assessment that Kenya is below the 10% forest cover required for each na-

tion globally. The effect of this state of Kenya’s forest cover has been felt with 

the current resurging drought situation and the state of Kenya’s food reserves. 

Due to these sad facts the government has begun programmes and initiatives to 

assist in the reforestation of Kenya’s forest resource. One of the initiatives in-

cludes the reduced use of charcoal as an energy source. To create public aware-

ness other sources of energy have been put forward as more efficient and effec-

tive’ alternatives; Sources such as solar, hydroelectric and wind power. Another 

public awareness campaign includes the informing the public that reductions of 

the forest cover will instigate low levels of rain. 



71 

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION — TRENDS AND  

OPPORTUNITIES IN 2018 

 

What’s next on Artificial Intelligence, Augmented Reality, Robotics, Data & 

Visualization and Blockchain? 

Technology is moving at an incredible pace. We live in an amazing era 

where things like autonomous cars, personalized medicine and quantum compu-

ting are becoming real as we speak. Artificial Intelligence, crypto-currencies, ad-

vanced automation, deep learning and concepts like Universal Basic Income are 

about to reshape our world — what an exciting era to be alive! 

The years to come will bring impressive technological breakthroughs with 

massive impact on our lives, markets and societies. In our connected world, with 

the unprecedented level of information, knowledge and ideas exchange, innova-

tion is happening continuously, at scale and in several forms. It is driven by cor-

porations, secret labs, universities, startups, research scientists or simply by thou-

sands of creative individuals across the globe. 

It is not feasible to summarize the trends of technology and opportunities for 

innovation in a single article. Instead, some areas are listed which seem to be the 

most exciting to watch — the most promising developments in the wider infor-

mation technology spectrum.  

 

1. Artificial Intelligence 

Everybody is talking about Artificial Intelligence these days. And yes, in 

many cases, the topic is covered with exaggerations and hype. Fortunately, the 

overall A.I. progress and the pace of the underlying technological innovation eas-

ily justify this hype. Consider the progress achieved in fields like Deep Learn-

ing and areas such as Computer Vision and Natural Language Processing. 

Computer vision is making huge steps, with massive applications 

in autonomous cars, navigation, robotics, pattern recognition, medical diagno-
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sis and more. Language Understanding has made tremendous progress as well —

 recently reached the levels of human understanding — Microsoft reports a word 

error rate of 5.9% which is equal to human performance on the same input. 

Digital assistants become more and more intelligent, contextual and proac-

tive. At some point in the near future, your digital assistant will be able not only 

to handle your tasks and information requests but also to do respond with hu-

mor — and this will be a major milestone for A.I. 

Your digital assistant will know (and keep learning) the style of your humor 

and how it depends on the time of day, the day of the week, the social arrange-

ment, the agenda of the day and your implicitly quantified mood. Your digital as-

sistant will be able to make decisions such as when to respond with humor, when 

to proactively say something funny or trigger a humorous dialogue — while al-

ways capturing its success via your responses (or lack of). It’s coming and it will 

be fun. 

Considering the general availability of advanced cognitive technolo-

gy(cloud-based commercial AI offerings via easy-to-consume APIs) and the low-

cost integration scenarios, the AI-powered opportunities for innovation increase 

exponentially — APIs and the cloud make it easy even for junior software devel-

opers to build cognitive apps, powered by advanced A.I. capabilities. 

As a developer, you just need to browse the commercial offerings by the 

tech giants such as Microsoft, Amazon, Google, Facebook and the like and 

choose from a wide range of cognitive services to encapsulate into your applica-

tion. Or, you can explore the open source options on reusing and adapting ad-

vanced analytical and cognitive models. In any case, developers can now experi-

ment with cognitive services in no time and at low cost. 

But, one could argue that, given that A.I. is driven by huge investments of 

those few technology corporations, the opportunity for innovation is rather lim-

ited. When it comes to A.I., there is no doubt, that the real opportunity for inno-

vation is the actual approach in solving particular problems and how the cogni-
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tive services are utilized and combined; how the developer provides the right data 

and signals to empower better, smarter user experiences. 

In the next couple of years, we expect to see significant innovations on how 

A.I. is used to solve major problems, for instance the Fake news prob-

lem, security and safety online, more accurate medical diagnosis, intelligent per-

sonalized experiences and improved knowledge discovery. 

Digital assistants will be able to communicate naturally. They will be able to 

seamlessly capture the context and respond proactively with smart recommenda-

tions, in the right form and optimal timing. Smarter homes will be able to adapt to 

‘situations’ and the mood of particular individuals or the family as a whole. 

 

2. Natural User Interfaces 

It’s all about seamless experiences: voice-driven interactions — not only 

voice commands, but more advanced, natural dialogues and forms of communi-

cation combining multiple signals in meaningful, streamlined experiences. 

Imagine being in your smart home, asking your digital assistance to ‘provide 

more information about this’, where ‘this’ is resolved automatically by your Digi-

tal Assistant, using gaze analytics via connected cameras. This way your Digital 

Assistant understands what you were looking at when you asked the question. 

Then, using object detection algorithms concludes on the class of objects 

‘this’ refers, to empower a natural and intelligent response and a meaningful con-

versation development. 

Conversational experiences will become richer, more natural and effective. 

Effective voice authentication is on its way. In the previous example, the system 

knows also who is asking, and thus the Digital Assistant is able to retrieve older 

sessions, questions asked and answers served, general patterns and implicitly-

stated preferences and interests. This will allow the Digital Assistant to not only 

better handle the particular question, but also to orchestrate a meaningful dia-

logue with certain optimization objectives. Voice-driven, advanced personalized 
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experiences will be the next big think in smart homes, smart cars and connected 

open spaces. 

At the same time, haptic offers significant opportunities for innova-

tion. Haptic is about recreating the sense of touch by applying force feedback, vi-

brations, or motions to the user. Startups like Lofelt develop such applications for 

gaming, AR, VR, and entertainment while Ultra haptics is working on ‘invisible 

touchless interfaces’. And this is where AI, Natural user interfac-

es, AR and VR and Touchless User interfaces based on Gesture Recognition are 

all blended together in smart, innovative scenarios empowering end-users. 

The combination of multiple signals from the environment and also data 

through natural user interfaces, creates significant opportunities for innovation: 

imagine a system that knows who the persons in a room are, where they are look-

ing at, applies sentiment analysis on the actual discussion, movements and ar-

rangement dynamics, and make decisions on providing advanced, content-driven 

personalized experiences. 

And there are more senses for technology to digitize, synthesize and use in 

our real or augmented world experiences: artificial intelligence grows nose —

 computer scientists have unveiled a set of algorithms able to predict the odor of 

different molecules based on their chemical structure. Applications could range 

from marketing, VR, rich content, up to a re-designed airport security strategy. 

 

3. Virtual Reality 

The virtual reality (VR) technology is exploding. So are the opportunities 

for innovative experiences, use-cases and products. Content creation for VR is a 

great opportunity with significant startup activity worldwide. VR startups are 

working across multiple domains and business scenarios, including E-

commerce, gaming, social applications, learning and education, healthcare, online 

VR environments and more. The next few years will bring impressive progress 

on all VR hardware, applications and VR content. 
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4. Augmented Reality 

Augmented reality is what we get when physical and digital worlds blend in-

to a single experience. Typical examples are Microsoft HoloLens and Google 

Glass. Again, this is an area that will grow rapidly as the opportunity for innova-

tion is unlimited: content experiences, content discovery, data explora-

tion and visualizations, intelligent and contextual object annotation, dynamic 

physical world mapping and discovery, industrial applications for field work-

ers — are just some examples of the applications which will empower the ways 

we understand our world. 

 

5. Analytics and Visualization 

Data availability has exploded — modern corporations have access to vast 

amounts of complex data, both internal and from the public domain. The breadth 

and depth of data available require new ways to summarize, visualize and present 

data. Novel ways to experience data and insights could involve intelligent inter-

active synopsis and ‘data navigation’ systems, VR and AR experiences, voice-

driven insights discovery and ‘personalized data exploration’ scenarios. I do be-

lieve that there are great new ways to visually browse and understand data, dis-

cover and explore hidden structures, trends and patterns. 

 

6. Blockchain 

Blockchain is one of the most disruptive technologies out there. It is distrib-

uted; decentralized and immutable properties make it the ideal way to store and 

track data across numerous domains and use cases. 

It is possible to observe significant new applications and novel scenarios be-

yond crypto-currencies and fin-tech. Startups are already working on novel con-

cepts that make sense to leverage Blockchain. In the years to come, some of these 

will disrupt social, government and even political aspects of our world. 
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7. Robotics 

Robots are already here, in one form or another. Regardless the particular 

class — humanoids, nano-robots, military, industrial, and so on — the progress is 

impressive. On one hand, it is the advances in terms of hardware, sensors and op-

erating software; on the other hand it is the progress of Artificial Intelligence 

which makes possible to integrate cognitive services and dramatically increase 

Robot’s capabilities for real-time decision making. 

In the near future we will start to meet Robots with proactive behav-

iors, advanced context understanding, able to adapt to human sentiment, enforce 

‘personalities’ and communication styles. 

Technology innovation can take many forms — for instance novel software 

implementing new algorithms and data processing models; or new hardware 

components (sensors, processors, components); or improved user interfaces offer-

ing seamless experiences; it can also happen at a higher level, in the form of new 

processes, business models, monetization engines, and so on. 

And this is the real opportunity for the developers out there — to combine all 

latest technologies and advances and build unique user experiences, empowering 

their end-users; to leverage reusable APIs and the capabilities of cloud compu-

ting, the rich content available in the public domain, the knowledge, the ideas and 

even the global connected communities to make an impact by solving major 

problems in novel ways. 

 

How to establish an ‘Innovation culture’ 

The mindset, the components, the tools 

The culture of innovation is a key ingredient of a really innovative company. 

This special culture needs to be there across all levels and functions of the corpo-

ration. To get there, companies need to invest in transformation programmes in-

troducing new ways of thinking, including Experimenta-

tion, Ideation, Innovation tools and Gamification. 
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The level of innovation of a corporation, heavily depends on the readiness 

and will of its employees to experiment with novel ideas and concepts, to build 

prototypes, to investigate opportunities for novel products and services; It de-

pends on the level of support this ‘experimentation culture’ receives from the 

leadership of the corporation. 

Both employees and leadership need to adapt and inherit a new attitude for 

experimentation, risk taking and failure: failure, in an innovation context, is per-

fectly acceptable 

In fact, failure is part of the overall innovation process, since it can feedback sig-

nificant insights, results, metrics and findings for the idea itself, the prototype or even 

the process. Following practices like ‘rapid prototyping’ and ‘fail fast’, ideas can be 

quickly tested from real users, in order to make informed decisions, as soon as possible 

and at minimum cost. For instance, in a rapid prototyping scenario, the team might real-

ize early enough that, although the prototype looks good and is working fine, the prede-

fined success criteria and/or user expectations are not met. Hence, the team has enough 

information to make good product development decisions, like to evaluate if this gap 

can be fixed under acceptable cost and thus continue iterating or ‘kill’ the product.  

 

How to establish a Stream of Ideas 

An unsupervised ideation framework at the core of innovation culture 

Modern corporations need to embrace real innovation as part of their day-to-

day business. They need to operate in an ‘actionable innovation’ mode where, 

on one hand, employees actively participate in the idea generation process and on 

the other hand, executives constantly evaluate ideas and business opportunities in 

an experimentation-driven setup. 

 

A Stream of Ideas: the foundation of the ‘Innovation machine’ 

How to introduce a powerful ideation framework as the catalyst towards a 

‘culture of innovation’. 
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Modern corporations need to embrace real innovation as part of 

their day-to-day business. They need to operate in an ‘actionable innova-

tion’ mode where, on one hand, employees actively participate in the idea 

generation process and on the other hand, executives constantly evaluate ide-

as and business opportunities in an experimentation-driven setup. 

But, would employees share their ideas? What would they expect in re-

turn? What is the value for the company? How could leadership motivate and 

reward employees? 

To reach this ‘actionable innovation’ state, corporations need to devel-

op a special culture and establish the mechanisms to encourage idea 

sharing and collaboration. 

Assuming the innovation culture is there, sharing an idea naturally 

triggers a number of positive reactions and possibilities: the idea owner re-

ceives instant visibility and recognition, while interested colleagues can pro-

vide constructive feedback, collaborates by extending the idea and experi-

ment with possible implementations and outcomes. In parallel, the  right 

business executives and product owners are invited to evaluate specific ide-

as (which are relevant to their expertise and role) and make informed deci-

sions on possible next steps. 

  



79 

APPENDIX 2. USEFUL PHRASES FOR WRITING ESSAYS 

AND PRESENTATIONS 

 

To begin with – Начнем с того, что ... . 

You can – Вы можете (Можно) ... . 

Firstly, ... / Secondly, ... / Finally, ... . Во–первых, ... / Во–вторых, .../ 

Наконец, ...  

The first thing that needs to be said is ... . Первое, что нужно сказать, 

это то, что ... . (Прежде всего, следует сказать, что … .) 

First and foremost … . В первую очередь … . 

It is true that ... / clear that ... / noticeable that ... . Это правда, что ... / 

Ясно, что ... / Примечательно, что ... 

One should note here that ... . Здесь следует отметить, что ... . 

Another good thing about … is that … . Еще один положительный мо-

мент … заключается в (том, что) ... . 

The second reason for ... . Вторая причина ... . 

It is often said that ... . Часто говорят, что ... . 

It is undeniable that... Нельзя отрицать, что ... . 

It is a well–known fact that ... . Хорошо известно, что ... . 

What is more, … . Более того, ... . 

Besides, … because it is … . Кроме того, ... потому что ... . 

Doubtless, ... . Несомненно, ... . 

One cannot deny that ... . Нельзя отрицать, что ... . 

On the other hand, we can observe that ... . С другой стороны, мы мо-

жем наблюдать, что ... . 

One should, nevertheless, consider the problem from another angle. 

Тем не менее, следует взглянуть на эту проблему с другой стороны. 
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One should, however, not forget that ... . Тем не менее, не следует за-

бывать, что ... . 

If on the one hand it can be said that ... the same is not true for ... . И если с 

одной стороны, можно сказать, что ... , то же самое нельзя сказать о ... . 

On the other hand, … . С другой стороны, ... . 

Although … . Хотя ... . 

Besides, … . Кроме того, ... . 

Moreover, … . Более того, … . 

Furthermore, one should not forget that ... . Кроме того, не следует за-

бывать, что ... . 

In addition to ... . Кроме (того, что) ... . 

Nevertheless, one should accept that ... . Тем не менее, следует при-

знать, что ... . 

However, we also agree that ... . Однако, мы также согласны с тем, что ... . 

Many people think … but others do not agree. Многие люди думают, 

(что)... , но другие не согласны. 

Let’s consider some pros and cons of it. Давайте рассмотрим некоторые 

плюсы и минусы (этого). 

We live in a world in which ... . Мы живем в мире, в котором ... . 

A number of key issues arise from the statement. For instance, ... . Это 

утверждение затрагивает ряд ключевых вопросов. Например, ... . 

First of all, let us try to understand ... . Прежде всего, давайте попыта-

емся понять ... . 

On the other hand, we can observe that ... . С другой стороны, мы мо-

жем наблюдать, что ... . 

The other side of the coin is, however, that ... . Однако, с другой сторо-

ны, ... . 

Another way of looking at this question is to ... . Чтобы взглянуть на эту 

проблему с другой стороны, надо ... . 
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One should, nevertheless, consider the problem from another angle. 

Тем не менее, следует взглянуть на эту проблему с другой стороны. 

One should, however, not forget that ... . Тем не менее, не следует за-

бывать, что ... . 

If on the one hand it can be said that ... the same is not true for ... . И если с 

одной стороны, можно сказать, что ... , то же самое нельзя сказать о ... . 

Furthermore, one should not forget that ... . Кроме того, не следует за-

бывать, что ... . 

In addition to ... . Кроме (того, что) ... . 

Nevertheless, one should accept that ... . Тем не менее, следует при-

знать, что ... . 

However, we also agree that ... . Однако, мы также согласны с тем, что ... . 

Experts... Эксперты ... 

... believe that … . ... считают, что … . 

... say that … . ... говорят, что … . 

... suggest that … . ... предполагают, что … . 

... are convinced that … . ... убеждены, что … . 

... point out that … . ... отмечают, что … . 

... emphasize that … . ... подчеркивают, что … . 

Perhaps we should also point out the fact that ... . Возможно, нам также 

следует отметить тот факт, что ... . 

It would be unfair not to mention that fact that ... . Было бы несправед-

ливо не упомянуть тот факт, что ... . 

One must admit that ... . Надо признать, что ... . 

We cannot ignore the fact that ... . Мы не можем игнорировать тот 

факт, что ... . 

One cannot possibly accept the fact that ... . Трудно смириться с тем 

фактом, что ... . 
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From these facts, one may conclude that ... . Из этих фактов, можно 

сделать вывод (о том), что ... . 

Which seems to confirm the idea that ... . Что, по–видимому, подтвер-

ждает мысль (о том), что ... . 

Thus, ... / Therefore,... Таким образом, ... / Поэтому ... . 

The most common argument against this is that ... . Наиболее распро-

страненным аргументом против этого является то, что ... . 

In conclusion, I can say that although … , … . В заключение я могу ска-

зать, что, хотя ... , ... . 

To draw the conclusion, one can say that … . Подводя итог, можно ска-

зать, что ... . 

So it’s up to everybody to decide whether … or not. Так что каждый 

должен решить для себя ... ли … , или нет. 
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APPENDIX 3. USEFUL PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 

 

Above all Прежде всего 

Along the same lines as В том же направлении как 

Aside from кроме 

At any rate Во всяком случае 

At random Наугад, случайно 

At this juncture/point/stage В этой связи 

At variance with В противоречии с 

By analogy По аналогии 

By contrast В отличии 

By far Безусловно, намного 

By means of С помощью, посредством 

For short Для краткости, если коротко 

For the most part Большей частью 

For want of Из–за отсутствия 

From … perspective С точки зрения … 

In the same way Таким же образом 

In a way В некотором роде, в известном смысле 

In a word Одним словом 

In accordance with В соответствии с … 

In any case В любом случае 

In brief/short Кратко, коротко 

In case В случае, если 

In comparison with По сравнению с … 

In conjunction with В связи с … 

In contrast to В отличие от … 

In detail Подробно  

In effect В действительности 
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In essence В сущности 

In fact Фактически, в действительности 

In general В общем, в целом 

In line with В соответствии с … 

In most respects Во многих отношениях 

In other words Другими словами 

In parallel with Параллельно с  

In particular В особенности 

In principle В принципе 

In question Под вопросом 

In some part Частично, в каком–то смысле  

In spite of Кроме  

In terms of С точки зрения 

In the first place Во–первых 

In the language of На языке … 

In the process of В ходе, в процессе 

In the strictest sense В самом строгом смысле 

In the … context В …контексте 

In turn Свою очередь 

On a par with Наравне с … 

On occasion При случае 

On the whole В целом 

To a great/certain extent В большей/определённой мере 

To some degree В некоторой степени 

Under considera-

tion/debate/discussion 

Рассматриваемый, обсуждаемый 

Up to the point По теме 

With respect to Относительно  
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APPENDIX4. SOME IRREGULAR VERBS 

 

V1 (Present) V2 (Past) V3 (Past participle) Перевод 

be was, were been быть 

break broke broken ломать 

bear bore born нести 

begin began begun начинать 

bring brought brought приносить 

build built built строить 

burn burnt burnt сжигать 

buy bought bought покупать 

catch caught caught 
поймать, ло-

вить 

choose chose chosen выбирать 

come came come приходить 

cost cost cost стоить 

cut cut cut резать 

deal dealt dealt иметь дело 

do did done делать 

drink drank drunk пить 

drive drove driven ехать 

eat ate eaten есть, кушать 

fall fell fallen падать 

feel felt felt чувствовать 

fight fought fought сражаться 

find found found находить 

fly flew flown летать 

get got got получать 

give gave given давать 

go went gone идти 
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V1 (Present) V2 (Past) V3 (Past participle) Перевод 

grow grew grown расти 

have had had иметь 

hear heard heard слышать 

hold held held держать 

hurt hurt hurt наносить боль 

keep kept kept хранить 

know knew known знать 

lay laid laid класть 

lead led led вести 

learn learnt learnt учить 

leave left left 
покидать,  

оставлять 

let let let позволять 

lose lost lost терять 

make made made делать 

mean meant meant значить 

meet met met встречать 

pay paid paid платить 

put put put класть 

read read read читать 

ring rang rung звонить 

rise rose risen поднимать 

run run run бежать 

say said said сказать 

see saw seen видеть 

sell sold sold продавать 

send sent sent посылать 

shake shook shaken трясти 

show shown shown показывать 

sit sat sat сидеть 

sleep slept slept спать 
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V1 (Present) V2 (Past) V3 (Past participle) Перевод 

speak spoke spoken говорить 

speed sped sped ускорять 

spend spent spent тратить 

stand stood stood стоять 

swim swam swum плавать 

take took taken брать 

teach taught taught учить 

tell told told говорить, 

рассказывать 

think thought thought думать 

throw threw thrown бросать 

understand understood understood понимать 

wear wore worn носить 

win won won выигрывать 

write wrote written писать 
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